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(Continued from No. 3.) 

The House has decided, said Mr. W. that Messrs. 
Aycrioa, YORKE, Srratron, MaxweELt, and Hat- 
STED, shall not be admitted as members, but it has 
not decided who shall take their seats as members 
rr yew Jersey. 

ae as TH ‘of Maine. The House has de- 
cided not less than six times that those gentleman 
from New Jersey who claim under the Go ernor’s 
commission shall not be permitted to take their 
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an MERCER here moved that the House ad- 
journ; and Messrs. GRIFFIN and Davis being ap- 
sinted tellers, the question was taken, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 113, navs 11%. 
Mr. SMITH of Maine called for the reading of 
resolution, and moved the previous question 












his 
on it. ‘ 

The CHAIR was proceeding to read the resolu- 
tion, (Mr. Sara still retaining the oor, ) when 

Mr. PROFFIT rose amid loud cries of ‘order, 
order,” and said that he rose to a point of order. 
He wanted to know whether a gentleman could 
move aresolution, and, before it was debated, move 
the previous question on it? 

Mr. SMILLH was understood to say that he was 
only following the example set by the gentleman 
from Virginia before him [Mr. Wisk ] 

Mr. PROFFIT. | ask whether it ts io order for 
a gentleman, because he has a suiiiciency of lungs 
to enable him to drown the voices of all the rest, 
to propose a resolution, and then move the previous 
question? I say that it is not in order. 

{Here Mr. Prorrit was loudly called to order 
from various parts of the hall, and took his seat | 

Mr JOHNSON of Marvland. | make a further 
point of order, and ask if the genteman froin 
Maine is entitled to the floor? 

Here something like order was restored, and the 
Cierk proceeded to read the resolution, when 

Mr. SMITH moved the previous question on it, 

Mr. WiSE rose to a point of order. By the re- 
solution of the gentleman from Youth Caroliua, 
[Mr. Raxrr,} he said this House had determined 
that it would decide the question as to who should 
be received as the Representatives trom the <tate 
of New Jersey before going inio the election of a 
Speaker. He called for the reading of that resolu- 
tion, and appealed to the consciences of gentlemen 
whether they would not carry out a resolut on 
adopted by their own votes. 

Mr. SMITH. My conscience is perfectly at 
rest as far as the gentleman froi Virginia is con- 
cerned. That resolution was voted aganst by the 
gentleman, and was, by the general consent of the 
whole House, considered as reconsidered. 

{Hee Mr. Smitu was interrupted by loud and 
repeated calls to order, from the Opposition imem- 
bers. A violent uproar ensued—Mr. Suitu de- 
fending his right to thefloor, and attempting to pro- 
ceed with his remarks, while the cries of ‘Order, 
order,” were continued, so as to prevent him from 
being heard. } 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, at. this stage of 
the proceedings, addressed the Cua, and said a 
few words, the only part of which heard by the re- 
porter was, “.’ii make him sit down if you'll order 
me.” 

Mr. SMITH still retain ng his place on the 
floor, and endeavoring to make himself heard, 

The CHAIR was understood to direct him to 
tike his seat, and Mr. S. sat down. ‘The noi e 
and confusion was so great, however, thot the re- 
porter could not hear what the Ciair said. 

Mr, WISE called for the re ding of Mr. 
Ruerr’s resolution, when the clamor instantly 
ceased, and the resolution was read. 

Mr. WISE said: 1 submit the point of order, 
Whether that re olution of Mr. t ner? is not im- 
perative? Gentlemen cannot waive that resolu- 
tion. They have, under the dispensation of P:0- 
vidence, by which we have been deprived of the 
vote of a member, who ‘s co. fined to his sick bed 
(Mr. Hawes,) been able to bring us to a tie, an 
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thus defeat the resolution I offered for Mr. Ay- 
crics and his associates to take their seats as Repre- 
seutat ves from New Jer ey. [ putitto gent emen 
whether it isin good faith to pess over the resolu- 
tion they have adojte'? EL put it t> their con- 
sciercces, and ask them if they dare waive the 
claim: of Messrs. Dickerson and Vroom, ane theit 
associate 2?) Hf they do, will it not te considered 
that those claims were a pretence trom the beg n- 
nng? Do yu now say, gentlemen, that you have 
piayed out the play, and th tthe-e claims were 
but a sham from the beginning? 

Mr. SMITH ch erved that the question was 
tpon his resolution, and that he had never 
taken his seat since he presented it. [Here Mr. 
S. was agein interrupted w.th such loud and re- 
pea'ed cries of “order, order!’ that it was impos- 
sib'e tu hear what he said.] 

Mr. VANDERPOEL observed that he com- 
mended the motives and conduct of the gentleman 
from Virginia, when he introduced his resolution, 
which he hoped would calm the tempest which 
had been raging round them for twelve days. Let 
me explain the position im which this House Was, 
said Mr. ¥V. when that resolation was offered. The 
whole morning was consumed m useless debate on 
a question of amending the journal. A resolution 
had been submitted by the gentieman from Virginia, 
for carrying into effect the very proposition which 
he now says the House is bound to carry out, 
though he opposed that proposition at the cutset, 
and had taken the floor this morning in support of 
the motion to reconsider it. While the gentieman 
was on tre floor, he reproached us with wasting 
time on preliminary matters. He called out to us 
to march boldly up to the main question. We 
took him at his word—we have taken the vote, and 
his resolution has been rejected. ‘There ts thus, 
sai! Mr. V. an end of the whole matter. 

Mr. WISE here explained that the object of his 
intended speech was to dispense with the 
for the appointment of a committee, in 
bring the House to decide, under the resolution of 
the gentlemen jrem South Carolina, |Mr. Ruer7,] 


says 


Testy 
resolution 


ord r to 


who should be considered members from the State 
of New Jersey. By that resolutioe, the House had 
imperatively decided that, betore goiie mito the 
election ofa Speaker, it would decide this quest on, 


Mr. VANDERPOEL said it amo onted to the 
same thing, The resolution of the gent!eman frem 
Virginia [Mr. Dromcoorr] was only carrying out 
the resolution of the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na, and appointing agencies for that purpose. 
When the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. W se} 
was contending for a repeal of the resolution, he 
proposed that we should march to the direct ques- 
tion boldiy, and every gentleman believed that it 
was a w- iver of all preliminary motters, 

Mr. GALBRAITH rose to a pout of order, and 
asked if a ques ion of order was debatable? 

Mr. WISE. 1 appeal to my honorable col- 
league from the Norfolk district, if he did not ask 
me whether the decision, as to the right of the 
members holding the cert ficates of the Governor, 
would preclude the rieht of d ciding as to the 
claims: f :he others? 

The CHAIR here said th t the resolution that 
had been adopted by the House, was not reeconsi- 
dered, and was sullin foree. ‘She question that 
was taken, was taken by universal cofisent, and 
did not set aside the resolution. ‘The mot on of 
the gentleman from Maine [VMr. fants] was, 
however, considered by the Cuairn to be in order, 
ai hough there ave res 'u ions in the jou:nal which 
have not been disposed of. 

Mr. SMITH again moved the previous question 
on his resolution. 

Mr. WHITE appealed from the decision ot the 


_ Cram. 


Mr. GRAVES moved an adjournment; and on 
that question he called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and,nays having been ordJered, the 
question was taken on Mr. Gnaves’s motion, 
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Which was decided in the negative—yeas 109, nave 
119. . 

Mr. DUNCAN asked if the previous questiow 
had been called on the resolution. 

‘The CHAIR answered that it had, but the ques- 
tion now Was on the appeal of the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. WHITE rose and proceeded to make some 
remarks, when 

Mr. BRIGGS appealed to the Crain whether the 
question on an appeal was debatable. 

Mr CAVE JOHNSON requested the CrerK 
to read the rule which declares that questions of 
order, of appeal, &e. are not debatable; which was 
done. 

Mr. WHITE continued his remarks, and was 
repeatedly called to order; and 

Mr. SMITIL of Maine appealed to the Crarr to 
decide whether the gentleman was in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to lay the appeal on the 
table; but subsequently withdrew the motion, 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS moved an adjournment; 
but afterwards withdrew the motion. 

Mr. WiSE :euewed the motion te adjourn, aud 
called tor the yeas and nays. 

The question having been taken, the House re- 
fused to adjourn—yeas 107, nays 116. 

Mr. WHITE moved that his appeal, and the 
resolution of Mr. Smuva, be laid on the table. 

Messrs. GRAVES and WHIVE asked for a 
call of she Hou e; and 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the yeas and 
na s were ordered on tcking that question, and 
they resalted in—vyeas 84, nays 125. 

Mr. THOMAS ther moved a division of Mr. 
Wouite’s inv ion, when 

Mr. WHITE withdrew his motion, and moved 
today Mr. Smita’s resolut on on the table; and 
Vr. DUNCAN eailet for the previous question 

hat mo ion, 

The question wes then taken on Mr. Wuire’s 
moton, and .t wes decided in the negative—yeas 
105, nays 13. 

Mr EVERETT a: pea'eld to 
wit draw further Oppesilios, We are fan \ bea’. 
en, sad he, and lec os s bmit jike men. If the 
gentemun (rom Maire would ag ee to modify bix 
reso WOOD, SO as lo go into the e'eet on of 8; erker 
fo-morrow at twelve o’e ock, instead of now, he 
woaild rolor oer ¢ ppe 2 it. 

Mr. SMITE. Ag eed, egree} ! 

Mr. WiSS. I g.ve gentemen of this House 
fair warning, that! wah my hends of all agree- 
men's L stand upon my righ's, and will not ac- 
knowle!ge myself beaten unul I know Lam so. 

Mr. SMITH rose and made some remarks, 
which it was impossible to hear from the uproar 
that immmediaely ensued. During loud cries of 
‘“‘orler, order,” Mr. S. was heard to say, “I tise to 
a point of créer.” 

Mr. WISE replied, you are in the m dost ef dis- 
crfer. 

Mr. SMITH. Iknowit, sir. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
ajourn, ard it was dee:ded in the negative—yeas 
108, nays 117. 


Mr. SMITH of Maine. The question is now on 
my reso'ution to preceed to the election of a 
Speaker, and l beg the Cuair to understand that I 
did nct accept of any modification, unless gentle- 
men would azree to proceed to an election to-mor- 
row. Gentlemen before me refused to do so; there- 
fore my resolution stands as originally offered. 


M:. BYNUM then moved the previcus question 
on the resolution. 

Mr. PROFFITT moved to lay the resolution on 
the table until to morrow at two o’clock. [Many 
voices, “not in order.’’] 

Mr. WISE I hope the gentleman from Ia- 
dana will withdrawthat motion, ani let the gen- 
tl man do the deed. 

The previous question was thea seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 
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Mr. GRAVBS moved a call of the House, so | 
that there might be a full vote un this resolution. 
Mr. ATHERTON called the atiention of the | 
Cuar te the rule which declared that a call of the | 
House was notin order, after the main question || 
had been ordered. 1] 

The CHAIR voted that the motion for a call of | 
the House was out of order. 

Mr. STANLY moved tht the House now ad- 
journ. 

Mr. DAV.S of Indiana called for the 
and nays. 

Mr. STANLY then withdrew the 
an adjournment. 

The question wes then ta’ en on Mr. Smirn’s 
reso'ution, and decifed in the aflinm:tive—yeas 
11°, nays 110. i 

Mr. PROFFITT move that the House do now 


yeas 


motion for | 


adjourn, |} 


The yeas and nays were called for, which wee | 
onlerei, and were—yeas 98, nays 121. So the | 
Honse refused to adjourn. 

Mr. PROFFIT rose, and moved to reconsider | 


the vote on the resolution to proceed to the elec- || 


tou of aSpoaker, and s'ated thathe did.o wtha 
view of submit ing a series of re o'u ions, whieh 
he read. He then addressed the House for about | 
fif.cen minu’es in support of his proposi o>, 

Mr. JENIFER next obtained the floor, and 
spoke about ten minutes, contending that the | 
House had acted meonsistently Mm the course # had 
pursucd; when he gave way to 

Mr. GRAVES, who stated that, as the hour was 
late, and the gentleman had lengthy notes, he 
moved that the House adjourn, aud called the 
yeas and nays on the motion, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 98, nays 119. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SMITE of Maine then moved the previous | 


question. | 


Mr. JENIFER rose and stated 
yielded the floor. 

The CHAIR stated that the p evious question 
was moved. 

Mr. JENIFER would appeal to any honorable 
gentleman to say whether he was not entitled to 
the fluor. He would appeal to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoorr,] to say whether he 
was not entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that question had teen 
made to the Cuair, and it would be indelicate for 
him to inter’ere in it. 

Mr. GRAVES appealed from the dec’sion 0° the 
Crate, and stated that he intended to speak on the 
subject. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the reading of the 
45th ru’e, which declares that no ce’ a‘e sha'l tate 
place on incidental questions after the previous | 
question bad been moved.: 

Mr. DUNCAN said he thought the gent'eman 
fr.m Maryland was entitied to the floor ty the 
usages of the House. 

The CHAIR sail that it was true that such had 
heen the usage of the House; but as the e was no 
ru’e on the sulject, and as he had heard the gent'e- 
man from Maine first, he considered it his duty to 
enertain the motion. 

Mr. SMITH said he had understood that the 
gentleman intended mere!y to speak against ume, 
and, the’efore, he had m»ved the motcn for the 
previcus question; but, if the gentleman was de- 
sous of g ung on, he wou'd withdraw the motion. 

Mr. JENIFER occupied the t meof the House 
fer about an hour, in denunciation of the Admi- 
nistration party in the House, for the course it had 
puisued in reference to the resolution of Mr. 
Ruxtr, which he contended should have been 
carried out by investigating the claims of Messrs. 
Dicrerson and his four colleagues claiming seats, 
previous to the election of Speaker. He accused 
the party with acting in bad faith th oughout the 
whole p oceeding. He censured the course which 
the Cierx had pursued in refusing in the first in- 
stanée to call the members from Jersey, and for 
refusing to put motions to a vote of the House, 
when he was the only presiding officer; and that he 
had acted in aecordanee with the promptings of 
the Globe. He disapprobated the course of the 


Asministration party, in endeavoring to organize || 


that he had not 
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the House by the election of Speaker at this time; 
and after some general remarks, withcut yielding 
the floor, Mr. J. made a motion to adjourn; upon 
which motion, 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 101, nays 
117. 

So the House again refused to adjourn. * 

Mr. JENIFER continued his remarks for some 
time. He again reiterated that New Jersey sh uld 
be represented in the election of Speaker; that it 
was the duty of those whom the Administration 
party claimed as being entitled to seats, to come 
forward and have their pretensions canvasscd. He 
believed the whole to be a miserable humbug; and 
that the course adopted by the House, was a viola- 
tion of State sovereignty, and in conflict with the 
doctrines of State Rights, professed by many of the 
new members—referring at the same time to the 
members from the State of Georgia. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL addressed the House at 
considerable length, deprecating the practice of in- 
traducing party names in the course of debate here, 
and contending that the members from New Jersey 
who held the Governor’s certificates were entitled 
to seats on the floor of the House, and asserting 
that ifhe was placed in the same situation of those 
gentlemen, he would demand his right to a seat; 
and when a Speaker was elected, he would claim to 
be qualitied as a member of the House. He arg ed 
that those gentlemen were entitled to seats, accord- 
ing to all law and usage, ard deprecated the prac- 
tice of departing from well settled principles of the 
laws. 

Mr. STEINROD then obtained the floor, and 
said that as three gentlemen who were opposed to 
the previous questioa had addres ed the House, he 
would now, as a friend to that question, demand 
the previous qrestion. 

Mr. R GARLAND moved a call of the House, 
and upon that motion ca led for the yeas and nay., 
which were orde ed, and were—yeas 106, rays 
114. So the House refused to order the call. 

The previcus question was seconded, and the 
main question, which was on the motion to recon- 
sider the resolution to proceed to the election of a 
Speaker, was then put. 

The yeas and nays were demanded on this ques- 
tion, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 108, 
navs 120, 

Mr. PICKENS inquired what would be the first 
business in order, in case the Hlouse now ac- 
journed? 

The CHAIR stated that the first business in or- 
der would be the election of a Speaker. 

Mr. PICKENS then moved an adjournment. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE stat d that that woud not 
be the firs’ motion in order, and asked the gentle- 
man :o withdraw it. 


Mr. PICKENS then w thdrew the motion. 

Mr. GRAVES renewed it, and the yeas and 
nays were called; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 113, nays 116. 

So the Howe refnsed to adjourn. 

Mr. WISE rose to submit a question of order. 
He wished to know if it was in order to move a 
resolution resolving that Messrs. Aycriaa, Strat- 
Ton, Maxweri, Hacstep, and Yorke, te al- 
lowed to vote in the election of Speaker. 

The CH AIR decided that it was in order. 

Mr. WiSE then read his resolution. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I appeal from that deci- 
sion of the Crap. 

Mr WISE said he did not yield the floor, and 
gentlemen could not appeal until he yielded the 
floor. He would prefer th t the House would ad- 
yourn until to-morrow, tut if gentlemes would not 
agree to adjoura, he would proceed with his re- 
mares to-night. Mr. W. was proceeding— 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rose to a po nt of order. 

Mr. WISE said he would not yield the floor; 
geatlemea might make their point o' order efter 
he hed concluded his remerks. Mr. W. was again 
proceeding — 

Mr. FRANC'S THOMAS rose t> a point of 
order, and pointed the Caa’‘r to the rule which re- 
Quires a member to take his seat when he was 
called te order. He wished to know if ft was in 





device i MAAR ag 


order for a gentleman to discuss the merils of ». 
resolution upen an appeal. “ 
Mr. WISE. No appeal has been taken 4, 4 
cause I did not yield the floor. a ; 
Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS then made a Point oj 
order, whether a gentleman could submit « prop, 
sition to reverse the decision of the House, ies 


go on and discuss that proposition directly contra; 
to the opinion of the majority of the House, 

The CHAIR again stated that he considered »),, 
motion in order. = 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS. Then I appeal fy, 
that decision. . 

Mr. WISE. 
tleman. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS. Has not the Cy,, 
made a decision? If so, | have appealed fro ;; 
The CHAIR said he had no decision to make. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS. Can there }yp a 
plainer proposition than the one I have submit, 
to the Cuarr? A member has aright to appe, 
from any decision. 

Mr. WISE said he would not yield the floor. Hp 
then proceeded with his remarks for some tim 
when he gave way to 

Mr. TRIPLETT, who moved that the Hoy. 
adjourn 

Upon this motion the yeas and hays were called. 
and the question was decided in the negative—yeas 
111, nays 117. ’ 

The CHAIR was then understood to say that the 
reason why he decided that the motion of the gep- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] was in order, 
was because ofa solemn vote by this House that \ 
would not proceed to the election of a Speaker u- 
til it was decided who were entitled to seats ay 
Representatives from New Jersey; and he did noi 
consider that the decision of the House of to-day. 
which deprived the gentlemen from New Jersey of 
their seats was binding, because it would be tanta. 
mount to an expulsion, which would require a vol 
of two-thirds to decide 

Mr. WISE then said that he believed, from eon. 
versations with his colleagues, that he was som- 
what out of order in not yielding the floor for an 
appeal, and he would now yield it to his colleague 
to iake an appeal, with the understanding that le 
would have the privilege of addressing the House 
after that question was decided. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then appealed from the ir 
cision of the Crair, and moved the previous que 
tion on the appeal. 

Mr. WISE then said that, in order to relieve the 
Crain and the House froin difficulty, he woul 
withdraw his resolution, if gentlemen would agree 
to adjourn until to-morrow. [Many 
‘agreed !”"] 

Mr. WISE then withdrew his resolution, when 

Mr. SMITH of Maine mo-ed an adjournmet 

Upon this question the yeas and nays were o- 
dered, and were —yeas 117, nays 109. 

The Hoase then adjourned at 12 o’c!oe’. 





I do not yield the floor to the «, . 


yoices, 


IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, December 14, 1839. 

A measage was received from the President 0! 
the United States. 

Mr. WHITE said that it occurred to him there 
was some business that might be done by the S- 
nate. He thought it a tiresome proceeding in 
daily coming to the Capitol, and returning home 
again. He would therefore suggest that the pre- 
siding ofhic-r of the Senate should be empowered 
to appoint the standing committees, with the ex: 
ception of the Committee on Commerce. , 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The proposition is, Wil 
the assert of the Senate, to suspend the 34 h rae 
and that the presidi g officer shall proceed to the 
appointment of the standing committees ot the 
Senate, with the exception of the Committee «| 
Commerce. 

Mr. NORVELL con ide ed that -he appoiutmes' 
of the Committee on Commerce was as necessary 
as the appoistme:t of any other committee. We 
have nominations daily coming in, if he m‘ght “ 
allowed to allude to them, which should be re/erre¢ 
to that committee; and he therefore hoped that "' 
would not be omitted. 

Mr. ALLEN did not see any tmaginable reason 
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——$<—————————— 
oie all the comm t'ees should not be appoined; 
hot on ‘he coatrary, there were many reaseus why 
they should be Seaators wished to ascerta n on 
what committees they were to be placed, so that 
ht qualify themselves to examine the pecu- 
liar subjects submitted to them, and employ What 
leis ive they had in aequr 18g such information. és 
would erable them to discha' ge their dat.es with 
promptness and ti ‘elity. ot 
Mr. WHITE then submitted his Tes lution, 
which provided that the pres ding officer of the 
Senate should appeisl the stancing committees, 
with the exception of the Cha:rman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, who should, previously to 
the appo nimect of sur h committees, be ballotted 
forty the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, thst the cour e pr. posed, 
was precisely similar .o that adopted at the last 
ce sion, as mght be ascertained by a refereace to 
the j urval. Tt was thea provided that the pres d- 
ing office should app.int the standing committees, 
with the exception—for reasons then, as now, 
well unde:sto-d—of the Chairman ot the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Tie saw no objection to 
the adeption of the resolution at the pre-eut time. 

The sesolution Was usanimously agreed to. 

The Sevate then preceeded to elect, by ballet, a 
Chairman ot the Committee on Commerce; and 
the ball ts be.ng counted, the result was annou: ced 


they mz 


10 be, 4 
Whole number of votes - én 5 98 
For WintuaM R. Kana - « - 26 
Jun Davis - - ° «= & 


Mr. KING was therefore e'ecte ', 

And the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarvrpay, December 14, 1839. 

Tre jc urnal hav ng been read, 

Mr. WISE inquired of the Crack whether the 
yote on the motion to reconsider Mr. Ruert’s re- 
soluti:-n was recorded on the } urnal. 

Tne CHAIR replied that .t was not. 

Mr. WISE said he was satisfied, 

The CHi AIR then stated that the subiect before 
the H. use, aceording to the yoie of the House yes- 
lerday, W.S en proceeding to the election ofa 
5S, eaker. 5 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a call of the House, 
which was ordered; and the roll having been cilled 
over, it appeared that members had answered 
lo their n mes, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved that the absentees 
be sent for; whch motion was agreed to. 

Allthe members t-en an wered to t.eir names, 
except Messrs. Hawes and KempsnHate. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then m.ved tat the further 
pr ceedings under t'e call be dispensed with, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called fir 
the yeas and nays, which were orJereJ, and were— 
yes 141, nays 87. 

So all furher proceedings under the call were 
dispensed with. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky then moved the ful- 
lowing resolution: 7 

Resolved, That J. B. Aycriac, Wm Hatsren, 
Jvo P. Bo Maxwetn, Cuarves C. &rrarron, and 
Tomas Jones Yorxr, are entitled to vote in the 
organz:tion of the House wut | excluded by a ma- 
jorily of use mtes:ed votes. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL ob‘ected to the reception 
0 this resolution. The House had decided, but 
yesteiday, that those persons we e not entitled to 
hold seats, aud it could net possibly be in order. 

Mr. WHITE denied that the House had ever 
decided that the members from New Jersey were 
no! e.ttedto their seats. A majority of the un- 
contested members had never decided that question; 
ihere'ure those gentlemen were entt'ed to their 
seats as the Representatives of the State of New 
Jersey. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rose to.a question of order. 
Was the question ot reception debatabie? 

Tie CHAIR. That question is debatable. 

Mr. VAND:RPOEL. Thea I appeal from that 
decision, and move the previc us question upon the 
appeal, 

Mr. WHITE sad he hoped the gentleman 
Would not attempt to force such a rule as this upon 
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the House. The p.ev.ous que tion, he had no 
deubt, would.ceme soon encugh, but gentlemen 
could not move it yet. 

Mr. VANDERi O&L. I cal the geatleman to or- 
cer, acd demand that the Cuair shall enferce the 
rule . 

Mr. WHITE still proceeding, de:ied that the 
que-tiop as tothe rght ot the New Jersey mem- 
bers to take the r seat-, ha! been decide i be ama- 
jor.ty of the uuconteste | members. The majority 
of the Hou e had never settled that question, and 
he held that, by the reseluton of the gentleman 
from South Carouna, whch had been acopted as 
the s:tandi: g order ot the Hou e, the House was 
bound, be ore .t proceeted to the eectin of a 
Spe .ker, t» dee de as to who were en ied to 
frm the Stste of New Jersey. 

Mr. VANDERIOEL again ca'ied the gen:le- 
man to order, and ins sted thatthe rales of the 
House sh: wld be enforce !. 

Tie CHAIR said the question before the House 
Was on the quesicn of reception. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. That is not the question. 
The Cua-r had dec ded that the question of recep- 
toa was deba able, and from that decision he (Mr. 
V.) had appealed, and had moved the p evious 
question on the appeal. 

The CITATR. ‘Then ‘he question is on the ap- 
peal, and Oa thit g: esting the previous question is 
moved 

Mr. WISE woull merely ask if the queston ef 
reception had not always been decited to be de- 
batable. 

Mr. LEWIS then read the Sth rule in re'ativa to 
the ieception cf motions 

The CHAIR said the gestleman had read no 
rule which prevented debate. 

Aftera few words on the point by Messrs. POPE 
ani WISE, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the question of 
pecept on on the table. 

On ‘his que tion the ye's and nays 
manded, and weie—yees LI9, nays 115, 
fo the qie tion was laid cn the t ble. 

My. PICKENS inquired wnat was the order of 
busiuess before the Louse, and whether the resolu- 
tion adopted last evening. to preceed fcrthwith to the 
elec'ion of a Speaker, shou!d not come up first. If 
so, he hoped that the House would proceed at once 
to the execution of that reso!wion. 

Mr. PROFFITT here rose, and said he had a 
resolation to submit; but 

Tae CHAIR said that it would not be in order. 

Mr. PROFPIT said he rose to a point of order. 
The resclauion adopted last evening was, that the 
House should go into the election of a Speaker. 
The resolation that he proposed to offer, was to re- 
gu'aie the mancer of goinginto thatelection. Mr. 
P. here read a resolution to give the Whig candi- 
dates a right to vote in the election of Speaker. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL bjected to the reception of 
the resolution, as being out of order; and 

The CHAIR decided that it was not in order for 
Mr. P. to submit bis resolutien. 

Mr. BARNARD rose, and said that he had 
drawn tp a ressjution which he proposed to sub- 
mit at this ime, and which he believed to be per- 
fectly in order. The purport of it was to suspend 
the execution of the order for going at this time 
iuto the election of a Speaker. It was true that the 
House had resolved to go into such election this 
morning, bat that resolve was not binding on the 
House, which had the power to suspend it at any 
time, in accordance with the settled rules of parlia- 
mentary practice. Mr. B. here read his resolution 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the execution of the order of this 
House, adopte t yesterday, that the House ¢o pre- 
ceed to the election of S eaker, be suspened, to 
give oppor uniy to any member who may be so 
d spose!, to move the House thit the members 
proceed, in the first pl ce, to hear and adjndge, 
pursu+ni to a resolwion of this House, heretofore 
adopted, upon the elec ions, returns, and qual fica- 
tions of pers ns who appear to be coritestung +eats 
on. this floor from New Jersey, or ‘0 move that the 
names of Jno. B. Aycriac, Jno. P. B. Maxwett, 
Wittiam Harstep, Caartes C. Stratton, and 
Tros. Jones Yorke, the regular return members 
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frem the State of New Jersey, be not called, o: 
unted, on the elect on of Speaker, co: 
that Pairemon Dickerson, treto an D 
Vroom, Daniet B. Ryaus, Witwam R. Cooren 
and Josep Kitie, be called, aud then 
count din the elect on of Speaker. 

Mr. B sad that be new proposed to diveuss the 
subject of that re olute n, 

Mr. CRAIG objected to the reeept ou of the re- 
sclution, wich be ec ns dered to be cut of «rer, 
While thers was a res luton before the LLou-e that 
had prece ‘ence of it. 

Mr. BEATTY rose to a point of order 
ferred to te rules of the Heue, from 
proceeded to show thatt e4 
pr ipriety be received. 

Mr. BARNARD chserved that if the poin’ ot 
order was persiste] in, he ashed that the member 
who raised it should be required to reduce it to 
wr.ting, 

Mr. BEATTY was proceeding to discuss the 
peint of order, when be was required by the 
CHAIR ‘o put icin writing, which he did as fol- 
lows: 
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, and re- 
which he 


Sulution ¢ uld not with 


The point of order sugyeste | is, that under the 
52d rule of the House, no moton or any other 
business shall be received, wah ut spee al leive ot 
the House, unu:l the uotini bed busines¢ in wheh 
ihe Tlou-e was engaged at the la-t prece‘ing ad- 
jotrnment, shall have been d sposed of, 

Mr. PETRIKIN cb e-ved th t the rules also 
provided thet, when a member is ca led to crder, 
he shal! take his seat. He asked, therefore, that 
the member from New York be required to take 
hs seat. 


Mr. LEADSETTER took the ground that no 
busive s could be criginated to take precedence of 
this re-clutten, t) go imte the eection of Speaker, 
which the CHa pronounced to be the first thong in 
order this morni:g; and ins sted that the 
the House be pre erved in that particular, 

The CHALK said that he referred the dex Is On 
cf ths q-e-ten ef «rder .o the House itsell. 

M.. BEATTY cemande:! cithyr the deci-ion of 
the Cnatr, or that he weuld put the question, to 
enae the Lu e to deeide it. 

Mr. B\RNARD clamed ‘he floor, and was e- 
termined n t to yield it until it: should be dee ded 
again-t him ether by the Cram or the House. If 
the member oa the «pposie sde hada ponmicf 
orde’, let him reduce t to wrting. 

Mr. BEATTY. [| have made my point of «r- 
der, and reduced it to wrinrg, and demand the 
decis on of ‘he Cram cr the House upon it. 

Mr. BARNARD. Itis the po.nt of erder Tam 


proceeding to debate— 


rues of 


{He e seve al members were heard crying ont 
tha’ a point of or-er was not vebat«ble.] 

Mr DUNCAN. Do t ueder-tand the CHoatraan 
ihat he refuses 'o dee de the Guest oa of o de ? 

The CHAIR rested that he had te erred the de 
cision of ii to the Flouse itself, 

Mr. BYNUM. Tien why net let the Heuse de- 
cide v 

Mr. DUNCAN sad that it :eemed to him very 
extrao dinary that the Caar weuld re ther deede 
the que ticn himself, nor, by putt ng it to the House, 
enable the Hou-e to decide it. 

Mr. BARNARD contended that he had a right 
to the floor, and, unless decided by the Crair or the 
Heuse to be out of order, had ar ght to go on with 
his remarks. 

Mr. BEATTY, [add-essing Mr. Barnard] You 
have not tte floor, sir, unless yen usurp it. There 
isa resolution which has precedence of all cther bu- 
siness, and you have no sigit to push it as de by 
orig nating new | asiness, 

Mr. BARNARD. | intend to debate the point of 
order as soon as I can have the ear of the Hon e. 

Mr. BEATTY. You are not in order, aid I dv- 
mand that you take yuur seat tli the point os 
dec ded. 

Mr. RIVES. If the Cram wl! not decide the 
point of order, will he de the Heuse the favor to put 
the que tion ard let the Houre decide it 

The CLERK here, at the instance of a member, 
read the twenty-fi‘th rue, requiring a member to 
take his seat, when called to order, untii the quee- 
tion of order is decided; and also providing that 
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all questions of order and appea!s sha!l be decided 
without debate. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS made a few ob- 
observations, which were not heard. 

The CHAIR here decided that Mr. Barnarp had 
a right to proceed with his remarks: but the grounds 
on which the Cuaim made the decision were not 
heard by the reporter. 

Mr. STANLY observed that the resolution 
adopted jast evening that the House would proceed 
to the e’ection of a Speaker, was dead; that it ap- 
plied to la t evening only, and was not now before 
the Honse. In c:nfirmation of this opinion, Mr. 
S. said that the gentleman fyom Virginia [Mr. 
DromMGoo.r] was overheard last evening urging his 
friends to proceed with the election, and giving it 
as his opinion that, if they adjourbed without car- 
rying the resolution into effect, the resolution wou!d 
die with the proceedings of the day, and they 
would have to proceed de novo in the mcrning. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he weuld not make 
any remark with regard to the propriety of repeat- 
ing what a genteman might say t» his fr ends. He 
woud admit that he did express the fear to his 
friends that the resolution wou!d be considered as 
expiring w.th that evening's proceedings; but he 
expressed no decided opinion on it. He was, 
however, overruled by his friends, whe, on all 
sides, deciared that the res-lation would be impe- 
rative this morning. He would as if it was not 
the understanding with a!l the gest eman’s friends 
last evening, that the res lution woull be in firce 
this meroirg. At least, he understoed that the 
geostieman from North Carolina, and all his friends, 
entertained that ¢piaion. He wou'd ask if it was 
net the understancirg on all sides cf the Hotse 
that the resolution wonld be the first thing in or- 
der this merni: g? 

After some remarks from Mr. STANLY, 

Mr. WISE denied that there was such a general 
understanding; fur he entertained the opinion that 
the resolution of last night, that they would then go 
iito the election of Speaker, was dead as soon as 
the House adj;urved. Ove remark he would 
make before he sat down. Fir the last six years 
he had been witnessing the triumphs of the great 
Repub'ican party, and, thank God, they had now 
brvaght down that party to so lean a major ty, that 
they now have to jockey in ordeis to win the race 

Mr. JAMESON referred to the dec'sion made 
by the Cirair, that the resolution for going 1: to the 
election of Speaker, passed last evening, was the 
first business in order this morning. And quoting 
the one hundred and twenty-sixth rule of the House 
he argued the pomt of order, contending that the 
House con'd entertain po other propos ticn untd 
that was d sposed of. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the resolution of the 
genteman from New York, [Mr. Barnarp,] and 
the question of order arising on it, be laid on the 
tak'e, 

Mr. BARNARD here raised a po'nt of order, 
with regard to Mr. Turyey’s motion, which he 
reduced to writing, as follows: 

A po nt of order having been made, that a reso- 
luti n offered by Mr. Barnarp was not in order, 
at this time pending the discussion on that point of 
oider,Mr. Turney rises and moves t» lay the subject 
of the point of order on the tab'e; and also, at the 
same time, to lay the resolution of Mr. Barnarp 
on the table. On this mction of Mr. Turwvey, Mr. 
Barnarp makes this point of order: “ That it is 
not now im order to mvve to lay the reso'ution of 
Mr. Barvarp on the tib'e. 

The CHAIR decided that 
Tervey was in order; whea, 

fr. FILLMORE rose and said, that, considering 
this question to be one of vital imp riance, net 
only at the present moment, but as a precedent for 
the future action ef the House, he wcud apreal 
from the decisi n of the Crain. According to the 
decision of the Cuair, a member who had a revo- 
luthn to offer c uld be compelled to st down en 
a peintof order before he had time to explain it; 
and then his resoution was taken from him, while 
his mouth was shut by a motion to lay the whole 
subject on the table. This decision (said Mr. F.) 
may .atfect all of us hereafter; and, I therefore, ap- 
peal from the decision of the Cuair, 


the moticn of Mr. 
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Mr. TURNEY called for the previous question 
on the appeal; and 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the appeal, and 
every matter relating to it, on the table. 

Mr. MERCER observed that the laying the ap- 
peal on the table would have the effect of affirming 
the decision of the Cuair. 

Mr. LEWIS observed that there was great con- 
fusion prevailing in the Hall, so that it was diffi- 
cult to understand the true question before the 
House. He thought the Honse would be relieved 
from its present difficulty by the point of order 
which he now wished to make. He would ask of 
the Cuarr, if it was not announced by him this 
morning, that the resolution on the election of 
Speaker, passed last evening, was the first business 
in order? Heasked the Crairto determine that 
point of order. 

The Crain made no reply. 

Mr. LEWIS repeated his inquiry of the Cnarr. 

[Great confusion prevailing, and frequent ca 1s 
for the qnestion, mingled wtth ecnes of Order,” 
“order.” 

Mr. GRANGER said a few words, which, in 
the noise that p evailed, were nct heard. 

The question cn secondirg the call for the pre- 
vious question was then taken, Messrs. Banks 
and Carrer being tellers, and carricc—ayes 116, 
noes not counted. 

‘The vote was then taken on ordcring the main 
question to be put, and car ied without a dovisien. 

Mr. CRAIG called fcr the yeas and nays on the 
main question, and they we e accordingly ordered. 

Mr. ALFORD asked the genteman inom New 
York (Mr. Barnarp] !o withdraw hs te eluticn, 
and let the Hou-e go into the election of Speaker. 
The Administration psrty had disfranchi ed New 
Jersey, andthe Opposition had net the power ts 
prevent it. The i-sue was with the people. He 
was t red of fighting on the outpost, and wes ready 
to meet the question. 

Mr. CRABB agree! with his frien! from Geor- 
gia, (Mr. Atrorp,] that it would be better to go 
into the election of Speaker at once; and he would 
give notice to his political friends that he would 
not go with them in delaying that decision, by 
making appeals and points of order. He thought 
it was now high time to go into the election. 

Mr. BARNARD said he acceed to the proposi- 
tiou of the genileman from Georga, [Mr. At- 
ForD.| But he wished it to be expressly and d s- 
tinctly understocd that he did it because he saw 
that the majority of the Hlouse was, determ'ned on 
the course it would pursue wth regard to hs 
positon, and the remarks he ‘tended to offer in 
support of it. Upon that belief he y elded to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Georgia; and he 
did so because, in his conscience, he des red to save 
the House from the evils that would ensue, if it 
now solemnly decided against the po nt of order he 
had raised. 

Mr. CRAIG moved a call of the Heuse. which 
was ordered; and the roll having been called over, 
and the absentees having been sent for; after some 
time, 

The House then proceeded to the election of a 
Speaker. 

The first vote bav'ng been taken, and before the 
result was announced, 

Mr. Yerxe, one of the gentlemen Commissior- 
ed by the Goveraor of New Jersev, rcse and asked 
if the roll bad been called thrcugh. No answer 
being returned to him, he said he perceived that in 
calling the roll h’s name was omitted. He held 
a commission, be said, from the Governor of New 
Jersey as a Representative from that State, and 


therefore demanded that h’s v: te be reecived. He 
vited for Jonn Bett. After which, 
Messrs. Stratton, Aycriac, Maxwetrt and 


Hatstep successively demanded that their votes be 
read as Representatives from the State of New Jer- 
sey, and said that they veted for Jonn Bett. 

The tel'ers then reported to the Cuair t’e result 
of the vote to be—235 votes given, and 118 neces- 
sary to a choice—of these 

FIRST BALLOT 

For Joun W. Jonrs.—Mess's. J. Allen, H. J. 

Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black- 





we!l, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown 
Burke, S. H. But'er, W. O. But'er, Bynum, Cary 
Carroil, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Co'es, Connor 
Craig,C:ary,Cross, Doane, Davee John Davis.J, W’ 
Davis, De sla Montanya, Doan, Do'g, Dromgoo'e 
Duncan, Earle, E:sman, Ey, Fine, Fletcher 
Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammord 
Hand, J. Has‘ings, Hawkins, Jcha Hill of Nowy, 
Carolina, Hiilen, Hoilleman, Leok, Howard. 
Hubbard, T. B. Jackson, Jameson, J. Johison. ¢ 
Johnson, N. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowel!, Lucas, McC e}'ap’ 
McCullech, McKay, Ma'lory, Marehard, Medi, 
Miller, Mon'tg.mery, S. W. Morris, Ne whard, 
Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pick. 
els, Prentiss, Ramsev, Reyno'ds, Rhett, L1VeES 
Robinson, E. Regers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 4. 
Smith, J. Smith, T. Smith, Starkweather, Stein. 
rod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, J. Taytor, P, 
Thomas, P. F Thomas, Jacob Thompson, "Vurney, 
Vanderpoel, D D. Wagener, Watt-rson, We ‘ey, 
Wick, J. W. Williams, H. Wiliams, and Werth. 
ington—113. 

For Joun Brut.—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, 
S. H. Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, Biddle. Sond, 
Bots, Briggs, Breckway, Anson Brown, W. B, 
Calh un, W. B. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chin», 
Chutenden, Clark, J. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, EK. Davies, 
G. Davis, Pawson, Delerry, Dennis, Dillett, Ee. 
wards, Evans, Everett, Filmore, R. Garland, 
Gates, Gentrv, Giddings, Gogging, Goode, Gis- 
ham, Grarger, Green, Gravis, Grinnell, Hali, W, 
§. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Jonh Hill cf Virginia 
Heffman, Efuot, James, Je: ifer, C. Ichnsou, W, 
C. Johnson, Liwrerce, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Me-cer, Mitchell, Monrce, Morgan, ©. Merris, 
Naylor, Qg’e, Osborne, Pa'en, Peck, Pore, Prof 
Randatl, Rando'ph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, R de- 
way, Russe'], Sa'tonstall, Sergeant, S monton, S'ace, 
Truman Sinith, Stan!y, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett. Trumbull, Under 
wood, P. J. Wagner. FE. D. White, John White, 
T. W. Williams, L. Williams, J. L. Wittiams, C. 
H. Williams, S. Williams, and W:se—102. 

For W. C. Dawson.—Messrs. Alford, Bell, Co!- 
qu tt, M. A. Coorer, Habersham, Hopkins, T. B. 
King, Nisbet, W. Thompson, jr.. Warren, and 
Black—I1 

For D. H. Lewis.—Messts John Campbeil, 
Griffin, and J. W. Jones—3. 

For F. W. Pickens.—Messrs. C. Fisher, 
Holmes, Huet r, J. Rogers. and Sumpter—5 

For G. W. Horrins.—Mr. J. Garjand—1. 

Mr. WISE inguired if the report of the tel'ers ir- 
cluded the votes of the five gent’emen who hed 
commissions from the Gove:ner of New Jerse}? 
He understo d that they we e net, and ke there 
fo'e reyuired of the Cuairto put the question whe 
ther the vc t:s of these gentlemen shall be counted 

fr, DROMGOOLE, I rise to ask of the tellers 
whether they have counted all the votes? and, if 
they have, 1 demand that the vote be announce! |y 
the Crain. 

ir. MERCER rose to move for a reconsider’- 
tion of the resolat on of yesterday for going into the 
elect on of SPEAKER. 

The CHAIR sa‘d the motion was not in order. 

Mr. WISE. I make no motion, but I wish to 
state’ the fact that there are five gentlemen from 
New Jersey here who cla‘m to vote, end therefoe 
a:k the Crair to sta’e that f:ct to the House, and 
take its deci-ion upon it. 

The CHAIR then atnounced the result of the 
vote to the Hovse, stating the numb-r of voie® ¢ ven 
to each person voted for. The Cra:r then ir- 
formed the House that fire gentlemen fiom the Stae 
of New Jersey, who hel! the commissions of the 
Governor of that State, Ceman‘e! to have their 
votes taken before the result was anncunced. 

After some temarks from Mr. WISF, 

The CHAIR said that there appearing not to be 
a majority of votes g ven to any one per:on, the 
House would proceed to vote again. 

The Cierx commenced calling the roll for a 
second vote; when 

Mr. MERCER rose and inter:upted him, and 
demanded of the Cxair to receive b’3 motion. 
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| Loud cries of “order, order,” and “go cn, go 
op,” and much confusion throughout the hall ] 
The CHAIR said that the House Was voting for 
a Speaker, and the gentlemin’s motion was n tin 
der while that Was going on. 


ol P 

Mr. MERCER said he rose to a point of erder, 
and demand d a decision «n it I appeal, said he, 
from the decision of the Cuair. 


Mr. WISE. Certainly my colle>gue has a right 
to appeal from the decisicn of the Cuatr. 

The CHAIR said he could not jut the question 
this appeal while the vete was being takea. 
[U siversal laughter. ] : 
The CLERK was proceeding wih the 
when 

Mr. GRAVES interrupted him egain, avd cb- 
served taat he understcod the g nt!eman from Vir- 
cinia as eppealing from the decision of the Crarr. 
Now he weull not yield the floor till tte House 
dec d d that appeal. 

{Loud crivs of “order, order mT 

The CHAIR called the gentleman to order, and 
sid th t he had decided that the appeal could not 


on 


¥} 
a9 
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Mr. GRAVES sad hecould net consent that, 
when an appeal! was taken from the decion of the 
Crain, the Cier« shou'd cont nue calling the 
roll. 

Mr. MERCER rose, and made a few remarks, 
which, from the noise and confusion, and repeated 
calls to order, it was impossible to hear. 

Mr. WISE said, in crder to illustrate the pos’- 
tion of my colleague, I will state that the Cuara 
decides that he cannot put the question on his ap- 
peal while the e'ection isg in on. Now, from 
that very decision, my ccl.eague has a right to 
appeal. 

“The CHAIR sail the motion cf the gentleman 
eculd be offered whea a Speaker was chosen; tut 
he could not take an appeal whie the House was 
1a the act of e’ecling a ~peaker. 

Mr. WISE. Then here is a cecis‘on that an 
appeal cannot be takea. Is it not ecmpetent fr 
my colleagne to take an appea! from the decision? 

The CHAIR. Certainly not, sir. [Loud laugh- 
ter.] 

The CLERK was then suffered to proceed with 
the call of the roll; after which, the tellers reported 
the result of the second vote to ke— 

SECOND BALLOT. 

ForJonn W. Jones—Messrs. Judson Allen, fH. J. 
And-rson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Ecirne, Black- 
we'l, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, S. H. But'er, W.O. B ver, Bynum, Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Ceary, Cioss, Dana, Davee, J. Davis, J. W. 
Davis, Dela 'Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, F.etcher, Floyd, 
Fuornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, J. 
Hastings, Hawkins, J. Hill of N.C. Hillen, Hol- 
lenan, Hock, Howard, Hubbard, T. B. Jackson, 
Jaueson, J. Jonson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, 
Keim, Kemb!e, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Loweil, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, 
Mal'ory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, 
S. W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmeater, Pa - 
ris, Paynter, Perikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, 
Reynoids, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, E. Rvgers, 
Samue's, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith, J. Smt», 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steinrcd, Stron<, 
Swearingin, Sweeny, Taylor, F. ‘Thomas, P. F. 
Thomas, J. Thoinps»n, Vande poet, D. D. Wage- 
ner, Wate son, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, 
H. Williams, Worthington, and Turney—113. 

For Joun Bett—Messis Adams, J. W. Allen, 
S. H. Anderson, Andrews, Birnard, Biddle, Bond, 
Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Ansen Brown, Calhoun, 
W. B_ Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, 
C ark, James Cocper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, E. Davies, G. Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillet, Edwards, Evans, 
Evereit, Fillmore,R Garland, Gates, Geatrv, G d- 
dogs, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Gunnell, Ha'l, W. 8, Hastings, Haves, 
Heary, Jchn Hull of Va. Hoffman, James, Jenifer, 
Charies Jonnson, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, 8. 
Mason, Me:cez, Mitchell, Moprce, Morgan, C. 
Morris, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Profit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
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Ridgway, Russell, Saitonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stan!y, Storrs, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Tripett, Trumbull, 
Und-rwoed, P. J. Wagner, E. D. White, John 
Wh te, T. W. Wiiliams, L. Williams, J. L. Wil- 
hams, C. H. Wi'liams,S. Williams, and Wi:e—99. 

For W. C. Dawson—Messrs. Alford, Bell, 
Black, Habersham, Hepkins, Hunt, W. C. J sha- 
sou, King, Nisbet, W. Thompson, Jr. and War- 
ten—11. 

For D. H. Lewts—Messrs. John Campbell, 
Mark A. Cooper, Griffin, J. W. Jones, and Co!- 
quit—5. 

For F. W. Pickens—Messts. Fisher, Holmes, 
Hon'er, J. Regers, and Sumter—5. 

For G. W. Hopgx ns—Mr. J. Garland—l. 

For R M. T. Huntrer—Mr. Og'e—1. 

Mr. MERCER then rose to a question of order. 

The CHAIR said he wou'd now entertain the 
question of order, it not having been in order to 
rece ve it when it was first made, duriog the call 
of the roll. 

Mr. MERCER stated that his object in doing so 
was that he might move a reconsideration of the 
resolution of his col eague, [Mr. Wisr,] which had 
been negatived on ye-terday by a tie vote. He 
read the rule on the subject, and stated that a me- 
tion to reconsider was made by the ru'es, because 
of s me err r in the decision, and im ths case he 
thought p esumption of error might be ccnsidered 
as manifest, from the fact that the vote was equally 
divided. Mr. M. concluded by moving to recon. 
sider the vete by which Mr. Wise’s resolution, 
prov ding for the call of the New Jersey members, 
had been rejected. 

The CHAIR sail he considered the gent’eman’s 
motion not tobe in erder, because, the vote having 
been a tie vote, there was no majority in the case, 
and the rule inthe case the Cra did not under- 
stand as applving to this cise. It was undoubtedly 
in the power of the House, if they thought proper 
to put that construction upon the rate, to reconsider. 
The rule is, whenever there was a vote taken, a 
member who voted in the majority might move to 
recon-ider; but in the present case there was no 
majority—there was a tie—an equal vote on both 
sides, and the question was decla’ed to be lost, oaly 
in consequence of the technical rule of the House. 
‘There being no majority, ‘he Cuamman did not 
feei him-elf at liberty to consider as in order a mo- 
tinn made fur reconsideration on either side of the 
question. 

Mr. MERCER appea'ed from this decision. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous ques- 
tion on the aprea!, which was seconded unanimously 
—the main question ordered, and the deci-ion cf 
the Cuair sustained —yeas 147, nays 84. 

Mr. C, H. WILLIAMS meved that the House 
adjoura; but subsequent'y withdiew the motion. 

Mr. UNDERWUOD renewed the motion, but 
the House refused to adjovra. 

The Huse then proceeded toa thi'd ballot for 
a Speaker, and the resalt being annouaced, it ap- 
peared to be as follow: 

THIRD BALLOT. 

For Joun W. Jenes.—Messrs. Jud. Allen. H J. 
Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biack- 
well, Boyd, Bewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, W. O. Batler, S. H. Butler, Carr, Carroll, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Crary, Cross, Dana, Divee, J. Davis, J. W. Da- 
vis, De Ja Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N.C. Hil- 
len, Holleman, Hook, Howard, T. B. Jackson, 
Jameson, Jos. Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, 
8. W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Par- 
ris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives, Robinson, E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, A. Smith, J. Smith, Thos. Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steinrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, 
Taylor, F. Taomas, P. F. Thomas, J. Thompson, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
an! Worthington—110, 
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For W. C. Dawsen—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 
J. W. Allen, S. H. Anderson, L. W. Andrews, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, Botts, Briggs, 
Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cor- 
win, Crabb, Cranston, Creckett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Garret Davis, Edward Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, R. Gar- 
land, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, W.S. Hastings, Hul of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Hopkins, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
W. Cost Johnson, King. Lawrence, Lioceln, Mar- 
vin, Masou, Mercer, Michell, Monroe, Mergar, 
C. Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, 
Proflit, Randal!, Randolph, Rariden, Ravuer, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuait, Te. 
liaferro, W. Thompson, Til'inghast, Toland, Trip : 
lett, Tramball, Underwood, P. J. Waener, Wet- 
ren, E. D. White, John White, T. W. Williams, 
L. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
S Williams, and Wise—t03. 

For Dixon H. Lewis.—Messrs. Byoum, M. A: 
Cooper, Hubbard, J. W. Jones, Pickens, and Co!- 
quitt—6. 

w For Francis W. Pickens.—Messrs. J. Camr- 
bell, Fisher, Grfiin, Holines, Liunter, J. Rogers, 
and Sumter—7. 

For Rosert M. T. Huntern.—Messrs. J. 
Cooper, Henry, Naylor, Ogle, and Simonton—5. 

For Joun Bett.—Mr. Dawson—1. 

For Joun Quincy Apams.—Mr. Gates—l. 

For Joun C. Cranx.—Mr. James Garjand—1. 

The House then yreceeded toa fourth bal'ot, 
and the resu't being announced, appeared as fol- 
lows: 





FOURTH BALLOT. 

F.r Joun W. Jones.—Messrs. J. Allen, Hid. 
Andersoa, Athert n, Banks, Bea'ty, Beiroe, Black- 
well, B yd, Brewster, A. V. Browo, Burke, W. 0. 
Butler, Carr, Carro 1, Casey, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Craig, Dana, Davee, J. W. Davis, De la 
Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dr mgoole, Duncan, Ear', 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fietcher, Floyd, Galbraith, 
Ger: y, Hammond, Hand, J. Has ings, Hawkins, 
H ii of N. C. Hitien, Holleman, Hvok, Howard, 
T. B. Jackson, Jameson, Jos. Ji hos »n, Cave Juhn- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kembe, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClel an, 
McCul'oh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medi!!, 
Miller Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Rives, Robinson, E. Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, She- 
pard, A. Smith, J. Smith, T. Smith, Starkweather, 
Steinrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, ‘Taykr, 
F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Torney, Vanderp el, 
D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Weiler, Wick, J. W 
Williams, H. Williams, and Worthiegton—101. 

For Wma. C. Dawson.—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 
Barnard, Bel!, Biddle, Black, Bond, Botts, Briggs, 
Brockway, A. Brown, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Colquitt, Crabb, Cranston, Coshing, 
G. Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Di'lett, J. Edwarcs, 
Evans, Everett, R. Garland, Gocde, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Grinvell, Habersham, Ha!i, 
Hastiog-, Hoffman, Hunt, Jenifer, Charlies Johy - 
ston, King, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mas m, 
Mercer, Monr.e, Morgan, C. Mertis, Naylor, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Raudal!, 
Randolph, Rayser, Reed, Russel, Sa‘stonst'all, 
Sergeant, Slade, T:uman Smith, Stanly, St rrs, 
Stuart, Tal aferro, W. Thomson, jun. Tiliinghast, 
To'and, Tiip ett, Trumbal!, P. J Wagner, War- 
ren, While, T. W. Wiliains, aod L. Williams 
—77. 

For R. M. T. Hunrrer.—Messrs. J. W. Alien, 
S. H. Anderson, LL W. Andrews, W. B. Camp- 
bell, Clark, J. Cooper, Corwio, Crockett, Curt's, 
E. Davies, Gentry, Giddings, Goggn, Graves, 
Henry, Hil of Virginia, Hopkins, James, Mitch- 
ell, Ozle, Pickens, Proffit. Rarden, Ridgway, 
Simonton, Un‘erwood, J. Wh te, J. L. Wiitiame, 
and Wise—29. 

For D. H. Lewis —Messrs. A. G. Brown, By- 
nom, Chapman, M. A. Coorer, Crary, Cress, 
Fernance, Gr.ffin, Hubbard, J. W. Jones, S. W. 
Morris, Ramsey, J. Thompson, and §, Williams 
—I4, 
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For F. W. Picxens.—Messrs. 8. H. Butler, J. 
Campbe'l, Fisher, Holmes, Hanter, W. C. J hn- 
sm, J. Ri ger , and Sumter—8. 

For Joun Beit. —Messrs. 
m :¢—2. 

Foa J. Q. Avams.—Mr. Gates—1. 

For H. A. Wisr.—Mr. C. H. Wiiliams—I. 

kor Wappy Tuomrson,—Mr, a Garland—1. 

Mr. UNDERWOJD moved that the Hvuse ad- 
journ: lost wi hout a division. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON ‘hen stated that it 
was Mr. Dawson's wish that he should not again 
be voted for, 

The House then proceeded to a fifth bsllo’; and 
the vote be ng announced, it appeared as ful ow.: 
FIFTH BALLO'I 

For Joun Ww. Jones.—Messrs. si Ailen, ew. 
Anderson, Banks, Beatty, Peirne, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brewster, A. V. Brown, Carr, Carro'l, Casey, Clif- 
ford, Coles, Coanor, Davee, J. Davis, Doan, Doig, 
Promgoole, Duncan, Earl, Ely, Fine, J. F-etcher, 
Floyd, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, 
Ilawkins, Hil of N. C., Hil en, Holleman, T. #. 
Jack on, Jameson, J. Jchnso 1, ©. Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, Kemble, | eadbetter, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Mal ory, Marchard, Me ‘ill, 
Miler, Newhard, Parish, Parmevter, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Samuel-, Shepard, A. Smith, Starkwea- 
ther, Stemnrod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, Tay- 
lor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Turney, Vander- 
poe’, D. D. Wagerer, Watterson, Weler, and 
Ht. Williams—7). 

For R. M. T Huxter —Messrs. Adains, J. W. 
Allen, S HH. Anderson, L. W. Ard ews, Biddle, 
Pod, Botts, A. Brown, W. B. Campbell, Carter, 
Clark, J. Co per, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, E. Davies, G. Dav s, Deberry, 
Denuis, Edwards, R. Garland, Gentry, G didn gs 
Coggin, Goode, Graham, G aves, Green, He. ry 
Hil Va, Hop'ins, J mes Jenifer, W. C. 
Johnson, Mason, Mercer, Mitche!!, Mo roe, C. 
Mor.is, Naylor, Og!e, Pickeas, Pope. Proffit Ran- 
dolph Raciden, Rayner, Reed, bhidgway, S«itou- 
stall, Sergeant, Simorton, Sa’e, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Storss, Talicferio, W. Thomps n, Til ing- 
hast. Toland, Trum' ull, Underwood J. White, T. 
W. William:, J. L. Wiliams, and Wise—68. 

For Dixon H. Lewis—Me-sis Atherton, Black, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Botler, Wm. ©. But- 
ler, Byoum, Chapmar, Colqvitt M. A. Cooper, 
Crnig, Crary, Cros:, Dana, J. W. Diavis, De la 
Montinya, Eastman, For. ance, Gatbraith, Griffin, 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, J. W. Jores, Keim, 
King, Leet, Leonard, MeCu'loh, M: ntgome y, 
S. W. Morris, Nisbet, Parris, Paynter, Pet:ik n, 
Ramsay, Rhett, Rives, Rebnson, E. Roze s, 
Shaw, J. Smih, Thomas Smth, Sumpter, J. 
Thompson, Wick, J. W. Wiliams, S. W.lliams, 
and Wo: thington—49. 

For Jonuxn Betr—Mersrs. Barna'd, B.iggs, 
Rrockway, Chinn, Dawson, Fillmere, Granger, 
Grinnel', Habersham, Hall, Hollem-n, Hunt, 
Ch:s. Juhaston, Lawrence, Lincoln, Morgan, Peck, 
Rus-e 1, P. J. Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, and 
L. Wilhams—22. 

For W. C. Dawson—Messrs. A'ford, Bell, 
Crabb, and Dillett—4. 

For L. Lixcorn—Messrs. Ca'houn, 
Everett, and W. S. Hastings—4. 

For FP. W. Picuens—Messrs. J. Campbe'l, 
Fisher, Ho'mes, Hunter, Lewis and J. Rozers—6. 

Fur F. Grancern—Mes-rs. Chittenden and Mar- 
vin—Q, 

For G. W. Horxixns—Mr. J. Garland—1. 

For J.Q. Apams—Mr. 8. M. Gates—1. 

For Grorce Evans—Me sis. Osbornand Ran- 
dall—2. 

For J. C. Crarnk—Mr. Palen—!. 

For Z. Casey—Mr. Staart—l. 

For T. Corwin—Messrs. Trip'ett and C. H. 
Williams—2 


Dawson ard Fi'- 


Evans, 


SIXTH BALLOT. 

For Joun W. Jones.—Messrs. Banks, Black- 
well, Casev, Coles, Connor, J. Davis, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Fine, J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, 
Holleman, T. B. Jackson, J. Johnson, Cave John- 
won, N. Jones, Kemble, Leadbet:er, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Medill, Miller, Parish, Pren- 
tiss, Proflit, Samuels, Starkweather, Steinrod, 


Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, F. Thomas, P. F. 


nemmtagrentes 


————— 
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Thomas, Turney, Watterson, and H. Williams 


For D. H. Lewis.--Messrs. J. Allen, H. J. An- 

derson, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Boyd, 
srewster, A. V. Bawn, A.G. Brown, Burke, 8. 

H. Batler, W. O. Batler, Bynuin, J. Campbcll, 
Carroll, Chapman, Clifford, Colquitt, M. A. 
Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, J. W. 
Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, Doig, Earl, East- 
man, Elv, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hand, look, Howard, Hut- 
bard, Jameson, J. W. Jones, Ke m, King, Leon- 
ard, Leet, McCullob, Mallory, Marehand, Mont- 
gomery, S. W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parmen- 
ter, Parris, Paynter, Ramsey, Rett, Rives, Robdin- 
son, FE. Rogers, J. Rogers, Shaw, Shepard, A. 
Smith, J. Smith, Thomas Smith, Strong, Sumter, 
J. Toompson, Vandernoe!, D. D. Wagener, Wel- 
ler, Wick, J. W. Walliams, Sher.od Williams, 
and Worthing'on—79. 

For R. M. T. Howrer —Messrs. Adams, A!- 
ford, J. W. Allen, S. EL. Ande:son, Andrews, B d- 
die, Bond, Bouts, A. Brown, W. B. Campbell, Car- 
ter, Chinn, Ciark, J. Cooper, Corwio, Cranston, 
Crockett, Carts, Cushing, E. Davies, Deberry, 
Dennis, J. Edwards, R. Gariand, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Habersham, 
Heory. Hiilof Virginia, James, Jenifer, W. C. 
Johusor, Mason, Mercer, Mitche!!, Monroe, Nay- 
lor, Ogle, Pope, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Ser- 
geant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Storrs, Talia- 
f{.rro, Tillinghast, W. Thompson, Toland, Trig- 
lett, Trumbul!, Underwood, Warren, E. D. White, 
J. White, T. W. Williams, J. L. Wiliams, asd 
Wise— 63. 

For Levi Lincotn.—Messrs. Barnard, Evans, 
Everett, Gates, Granger, Hall, W. S. Has‘ings, 
Lawrence, Randall, Saltunstail, and Slide —11. 

For Wittiam C. Dawson.—M-. Bell—1. 

For Joun Bett —Messrs. Briggs, Brockway, 
Cithoua, G. Davis, Dawson, Filmore, Green, 
Grione!!, Hoffman, Hlant, Char'es J. heston, Lir- 
colp, Marving Mergan, Osborae, Palen, Peck, 
Russell, Stanly, P. J. Wegner, and L. Williams— 
21. 

For Zapok Casey.—Messrs. Carr, Reynolds, 
and S:uart—3. 

For Francis Grancer —Mr. Chittenden—1. 

For Francis W. Pickens —M srs. Fisher, 
H. jl of North Carolina, Hoimes, and Lewis—4. 

For G. W. Hornins —Mr. James Garland—1. 

For Linn Banxs.—Mr. Hopkins—1. 

For Tuomas Corwin.—Mr. C. Morris—1. 

For Davin Perrixin.—Mr. C. H. Williams—l1. 

For G. C. Dromcoote.—Mr. Petiikin—1L. 

For &. B. Ruert.—Mr, Randolph—}. 

Mr.C. H WiLLIAMS moved that the Hcuse 
adjourn, Lost—\eas 87, nays 113. 

Recapitulation of ballotings for Speaker of the 
House of Represcitatives of the Twenty-sixth Con- 


Less: 


Ist. 2d. 3d. 4th. Sth. 6th, 
Joun W. Jones, 113 2112.,340. 101. 71.29 
Joan Bext, 102 99 1 7 2 
Wm. C. Dawson, o> 4-503" Sew’ 2 
F. W. Pickens, 5 5 7 BG 14 
Dixon A. Lewis, 3 5 6 14 49 79 
R. M. T. Henrer, 9 29 68 63 
Levi Lincoin, 4 ll 
Scattering, 1 1 2 3 10 10 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that further 
ballot ng be pustponed until Monday next, which 
was agr e! to—ayes 87, noes 85. 

The House then adjourned at nine o'clock. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpar, December 16, 1839. 


A message was received from the Pres dent of 


the Un:ted States. 

The €HAIR, in compliance with the duty de- 
volved upon him by a resolution of the Senate 
on Saturday, annousce! the fullowirg saadirg 
comm ttees of the Senate: 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. Bucnanan, Chairman. 
Mr. Curay of Ky. Mr. Roang, 
Brown, ALLEN, 


Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, 
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Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Preps, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


M 


. SEVIER, 


. SEVIER, 


. Wuire of Tenn. 


. CrirTENDEN, 








aii 
ee —_— 
ON FINANCE. — 


Mr. Wricut, Chairman, . | 
WessTER, Mr. Benton, . | 
Nicuo.as, Hussarp. | 

ON COMMERCE. 
Mr. Kine, Chairman. 
Davis, Mr. Reseirs, 


Norve.., 


Movcrton. 
ON MANUFACTURES. 

Mr. Lumpkin, Cha'rmaa. 
Preston, Mr. Bucuanay, 
Mr. Knianr, ALLEN. 

ON AGRICULTURE. 
ir. Mouton, Chairman. 
Mr. Brown, 
Sautu of Conn, 
ON MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Benton, Chairman. 
Preston, Mr. Pierce, 
Watt, NICHOLAS, 
ON THE MILITIA. 
Mr. Cray of Alabama, Chairman. 
Siren of Indiana, Mr. Furron, 
Tappan. 
ON NAVAL AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Witwrams, Crairman. 
Sourn RD Mr. Srranue, 
CursBenr, Tappan. 
ON PUBLIC LANDs. 


SreNcE, 


Linn, 


Mr. Wacker, Chairman. : 
. Futon, Mr. Prentiss, 
Cray of Alabama, Norveun 


ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 
Mr. Linn, Chairman. 
Mr. Mocrow, 
Berrs. 
ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. Ware ot ‘Tennessee, Chairman. 
Mr. Linn, 
Waite of Indiana, Puevrs. 
ON CLAIMS. 

Mr. Hessarp, Chairman. 
Younc, Mr. Wititams, 
Merrick, 3ETTS. 

ON REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Smita of Connecticut, Chairman. 
Mr. Crirrenven, 

XUB:NSON, 

ON THE JUDICIARY. 
Mr. Watt, Chairman. 

CLAYTON, Mr. Crirrenp:y, 
STRANGE, £mitra of Indiana. 








CLaryrTon, 


Mr. 


Knicurt, 


ON THE POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 
Mr. Rosinson, Coairman. 
Lumpx N, Mr. Fciron, 
Knicur, HeNDERSON, 
ON ROADS AND CANALS. 
Mr. Youn, Chairman. 
PHELPs, Mr. Spence, 


HENDERSON, Sauiru of Indiana. 


ON PENSIONS. 

Mr. Pures, Chairman. 
PRENTISS, Mr. Roane, 
Wu'te, Berts. 

ON THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. Merrick, Chairman. 

Mr. Soutnarp, 
Lumpkin, CLAYTON. 
ON PATENTS AND TilE PATENT OFFICE. 

Mr. Srranoe, Chairman. 


Mr. Davis, Mr. Rosixson, 
PPENTISS, SPENCE. 

ON THE CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. Kuicut, Mr. Furron, 


Mr. Sarru of Indiana, 


Mr. Lumen. 
ON ENGROSSED BILLS. 


Mr. Henverson, 
Mr. Purves. 


The Senate then went into Executive business, 


and 


afierwards 


Adjourred. 


ee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 16, 1839. 


The CHAIR announced that the first basiness in 
order was on proceeding toa seventh ballot for 
Speaker. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said, before the House pre- 
ceeded tua yote,he desired to make an announce: 





-—~ 
— 


n 
or 
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. He was requested by his 
peeat ta hee [ Mr. Take| 16 state to the | 
— that he desired that his name might be 
withdrawn from the canvass. 

Tne House then proceeded to vote for Speaker, 
and ihe results were as follows: © 
SEVENTH BALLOT. 

te Joun Betp.—Messrs. Adams, 8. H. Ander- 
won, L. W. Andrews, Bidd'e, Bond, Botts, Briggs, 
Brockway, H. Brown, Calhoun, W. B. Camp- 
bell, Carter, China, Cranston, Crockeit, E. Davies, 
G Davis, Dawson, Deborry, Dennis, D.!let, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Giinnell, Hall, 
Ww. S. Hastog:, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, | 
James, Chas. Johnston, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, | 
Micel', Monroe, C. Morris, Osborne, Palen, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Ricgway, Sa!ton- 
siall, Sergeant, Slade, Truman Smith, Storrs, Sto- | 
art, Tlieghast, Toland, Trislett, Trambull, E 
D. White, L. Williams, C. H. Williams, and 8. 
W illiams--64. 

Fr W. C. Dawsoxn.—Missrs. A’ford, Bell, 
Crabb, Habersham, and Warren—5. 

Fr D. H. Lewis.—Messrs. J. Allen, H. J. | 
Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, | 

Zo\d, Bewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, | 
Burke, S. H. Butler, W O. Bu'ler, Bynum, Car- 
r ||, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Co'quitt, M. A. 
Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, J. 
Davis, J. W. Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, 
Diie, Dace:n, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Fioyd, Fi rnance, Gatbraith, Gerry, 
G ifia, Hammond, Hand, J. Hasting:, Hawkins, | 
Hill of North Carolina, Hiullen, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hook, Howard Hubbard, Jackson, Jame- 
son, J. Jchnson, N. Jocves, J. W. Jones, Keim, © 
Kemb’'e, King, Le:dbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, 
Luers, McClellan, McCaul ch, McKay, Maltory, | 
Marchand, Meltill, Miler, Montgomery, S. W. 
Morris, Newhard, N.sbet, Parish, Parmeuter, Par- 
ris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rhett, 
Rives, Ro iason, E  Regers, Samuels, Shaw, Shc- 
par, A Smith, J. Smita, Toomes Smith, Stark- | 
weather, Steinrod, Strong, Sumter |3wearingen, | 
Sweeney, Taylor, J. Thompson, Vanderpoel, D. | 
1). Wagener, Watterson, Wel'er, Wick, J. W. | 
Wi'lams, acd H. Wil iams—110. 
For R M. T. Hunter.—Messrs. J. W. Allen, | 
§. Cooper, Corwia, Curtis, Cushing, R. Garland, | 
Heory, Hepkias, Naylor, Ogle, Raynes, Reed, 
Simo ston, Sta: ly, Tahafer'o, W. Thompson, Ur- | 
derwood, J. White, T. W. Wiliams, J. L. Wil- | 
hans, Wi.e, and Mercer—22. 

For F. Grancer.—Messrs. Barnard, Chitten- | 
(in, Cark, Everett, Fillmore, Gate’, Hunt, Law- | 
se es. Morgan, Peck, Russell, and P. J. Wag- | 
rer—12. 

hor J. W. Jones.—Messrs. Biackwell an| Ca- 
rey—2, 

Fer F. Tuomas.—Mesrsrs. Carr, Connor, Cave 
Johnson, and Tarney—4. 

For Z Casey.—Messrs. Dromgoole, Proffit, and 
Revnolds—3. 

Foa G. W. He pxins.—Mr. J. Garland—1. 

For Joun Seaceant.—Mr. Jenifer—1. 

For G. Evans —Mr. W. C. Johnson—l. 

Fir J.R. Unperwoop.—Mr Pope—l1. 

F. rx G, C. Dromcoo.r.—F. Thomas—1. 

For Cave Jounson.—P. F. Tho nas—1. 

For H. W. Connor —Mr. Worthi gun —1L. 

EIGHTH BALLOT. 

Fora Jonn Bert.—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, 
F. H. Aude son, Andrews, Barnard, B ddie, Bond, 
Bouts, Biggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Caihoun, 
W. B. Campbell, Carer, Cann, Chittenden, 
Ciarke, Corwin, Crabb, Ccanstoa, C cckett, Cariis, 
Cashi'g. G. Davis, Dawson, Debe ry, Dennis, 
Dieu, Everett, Filmore, Gen ry, Goggin, Goode, 
Grane, Geeene, Grinnell, Hall, W. 8. Huasting:, 
teary, Hilti of Virginia, Hoffman, Hant, Janes, 
Jeniier, Ch. Johnston, W.C. Johnson, Lawrence, | 
Lineoln, Marvin, Mason, Mercer, Mitc'e!l, Mon- | 
ree, Morgan, C:!. Morris, Osberae, Palen, Peck, | 
Pope, Rai dad, Randolph, Reed, Russell, Saltoa- 
stall, Sergeant, Slade, Truman Smith, Storrs, Ti'- 
lochast. Toland, Trp ett, Trun bail, Underwood, 
P. J Wagner, E. D. Waite, Jao. White, Tao. 
W. Williams, Lew. Wiliams, C. H, Wiliam, | 
and Sner, Williams—80. 
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For D.H. Liwis.—Messre. Jud. Alea, H. J. {! Jch son, Robinson, Steiarod, Philip F. Thom:s, 


H. Builer, W.O Batier, Bynum, Carrolt, Chap- 


| Anderson, Atherwn, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Boyd, |) 
H B ews er, A. V. Brown, A.G. Brown, Barke, &. 


i 
| 


man, Cliford, Coles, Co quitt, M. A. Croper, || 


Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, ‘t'h. Davee, Jno. Da- 
vis, J. W. Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, Di ig, 
Duncan, Earle, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fretcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Grif- 
fin, Hammond, Hand, Joo. Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hil ef North Carolina, Hillen, 
Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jameson, Jos. Johnson, Nath. Jones, J. W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemb'e, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 


ILolieman, || 


Lowel!, Lucas, McClelland, McCulloch, McKay, || 


Mallory, Merchand, Medill, Miiler, Montgomery, 
S. W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Par- 


menter, Parris. Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pren- | 


tiss, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, E. Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Alb. Smith, Jno. Smith, 
Tho. Smith, Starkweather, Steinrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Jac. Thomp- 
son, Vanderpmel, D. D. Wagner, W «tterston, 
Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, Hen. Williams, 
Wotrthiogton, Banks, and Jas. Rogers—113. 

For W. C. Dawson.—Messrx. Alfoid, Bell, 
Eauaps, Habersham, and Warren—5. 

oR Cave Jonnson —Mr. Blackee'!—1. 

‘or F. Toomas.— Messrs. Carr, Casey, Connor, 
Cave Johnson, Reynolds, P. F. Thomas, and 
Turney —7. 


For R. M T. Honrer.—Mecssrs. Jas. Cooper, | 


E. Davies, Edwards, Rice Gailand, Graves, Nay- 
lor, Ogle, Rayner, Ridgway, Simonton, Stanly, 
Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Jos. L. Williams, 
Wise, and G ddings—16. 

For Zavox Casey. —Mersrs. Dromgoole, Hop- 
kins, P. fit, Rariden, and Stuart—5. 

For G W. Horxins.—Mr. Jas. Garlard—1. 

For J. Q@. Apams —Mr. Gates—]. 

For Lewis Wittiams.—Mr. Grahain—l. 

For Mr. Dremcoo_r.—Mr. F. Thomas—1. 

For Fr. W. Pickens. —Mr. Lewis—}. 


NINTH BALLOT. 
For R. M. T. Hunter.—Messrs. Adams, J. W. 


Allen, 8. H. Anderson, Biddle, Bond, Botts, Brock- | 


way, A. Brown, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Clarke, 
J. Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Cu't's, E. Davies, 
G Davis, Dennis, Edwards, RK. Gar'and, Gentry, 
Giddings, G ggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, 
Henry, Hill ot Virginia, Hopkins, Jenif r, Mason, 
Me cer, Mitch:ll, Monroe, C. Mcrris, Naylor, 
Ogle, Pope, Rando'ph, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, 
Saltonsta'!, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stor s, Tatiaferre, Wa‘dy ‘Thompson, 
Tiumbul, E. D. White, J. White, T. W. Wil- 
liam-s, L. Wiliams, J. L. Wiliams, Wiss, and 
Cushing —59. 
For WM 
Evans, Ha‘ ersham, War.en, and Crabb —6. 


Fcr Dixon H. Lewis.—Messrs. J. Al'en, H. 
J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Peire, Black, 
Boyd, Brewste*, A. V. Biown, A. G. Brown, 


Burke, S. H. But'er, W. Buter, Bynum, Care | 


roll, Chapman, Clifo d, Coles, Co'quitt, M. A. 
Cooper, Craig, Crery, Cros, Dana, Davee, J. 


Davis, J. W. Davis, De la Mo tanya, Doan, D iz, | 


Duncan, Far, 
Fetcher, Flo d, 
Griffin, 


Eastman, 
Fo nance, 
Han‘, J. Hasting,, 


El’, Fin’, 
Galb aith, 


Fsh-r, 
Gerry, 


Howa d, Hubbard, Jackson, Jame on, J. Johnsen, 
N. Jon s, J. W. Jone-, Keim, Kem'l*, King, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Le nard, Lowell, Luec-s, Me- 


Clellan, McCul'och, McKay, Mallo-y, March:nd, | 


C. Daws:xn.—Messrs. Alfo d, Ee'l, 


Hawki's, Hili cf | 
North Ca‘oi a, Hil en, Ho leman, Ho mes, H ok, | 


and Tursey—I1. 

For Jown Bett —Messrs. Barnaid, Briggs, 
Cahoun, Chitteadea, Dawson, Deb rry, Diller, 
Evere.t, Fi'imore, Granger, Gr noell, Hall, Wm. 
Hastings, Hotiman, Hunt, Jame-, Chas. Johaston, 
Lawretce, Lincolo, Marvia, Mo gan, Osborre, 
Palen, Peck, Randsll, Russel, Slade, 8 vast, 
Tilinghas’, Toland, Tr pett, P. J. Waguer, and 
C. H. Wiltams—33. 

For Z%. Casty.—Messrs. Carr, Crockett, Poogit, 
Rarideo, ard Reynolds—5. 

For Georce W. Horn:ys.—Mr. J. Gariand—!. 

For Joun Quincy Avasts.—Mr. Gates—]. 

For Francis W. Pickens —Mr. Hunter—1. 

For Epwarp Curtis.—Mr. W. C. Jchnsun—]. 

For G. C. Dromcoote.—Mr. F. Thomes—1 

TENTH BALLOT. 

F rx R. M. Te Honter.—M¢ssrs. A'ams, Alfor?, 
J. W. A len, 8. W. Anderson, Andrews, Bell, Bad- 
dle, Bond, Botts, Brockway, Auson Brown, W. B 
Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Clark, Colquett, James 
Coeper, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Cushing, E. Davies, G Davis, Dawsov, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dilet, Edwards, Rice Garland, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Gvode, Graham, Graves, 
Greene, Grinnell, Habersham, Henry, Hillof Va. 
Hopkins, James, Jenifer, W.C. Johnson, Mason, 
Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Cal. Morris, 
Naylor, Ogle, Osbotne, Pickens, Pope, Randal’, 
Randolph, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Saltonstall, 
Sergean’, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Stuart, ‘faliaferrs, W. Thompson, Tillinghasy 


| To'and, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, P. J. 
| Wagner, Warren, E. D. White, John White, 


Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. 


| Williams, C. H. Williams, Sherrod Willaas, and 


W ise—85. 
For J. W.Jones.—Messrs.J. Allen Beirne Craig, 
Cross, De la Montanya, Helleman, Kembie, 


McCiellar, Miller, Prentios, Swearingen, P. F. 
Thomas, Vanderpvel, and Worth:ngton—14. 

For D. H. Lewis.—Messrs. H. J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Black, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, 
Bynum, Carroll, Chapman, Cifford, Coles, M. A. 
Cooper, Crary, Dana, T. Davee, John Davis, Doag, 
Doig, Duncan, Earle, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 


| Fletcher, Fioyd, Galbraith, Goilin, Hand, J. Hag- 
| ings, Hawkins, Hil of North Carolina, Hillen, 


Med ll, Miler, Mentg me y, 8S. W.- Morris, New- | 


hard, Ni bet, Perish, Parme ter, Parris, Payot r, 
Petvixin, Picke .s,Prenti s, Remsey,Phe t,E. Re 


5S 


J. Roge s, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. $m th, J. | 


Smith, Thos. £mih, Starkweather, Suong, Sum- 
ter, Suea inges1, Sweeney, Ta lor, J. Thompson, 
Va: de p el, V. D. Wazener, Waterson, Weller, 


Wick, J. W. Wiliams, H. Wiliams S. Wiliams, | 


Worthiogton, and Hamm ni—tl0. 


For Joan Camppett.—Mcs rs. And ews and | 
| Un.'e wooi—2. 


For Fraxcis Taomas —Messrs. Bank-, Black- 
well, Casey, Chinn, Ccnnor, Diomgoole, Cave 


Zers, | 


ae 


Holmes, Hovk, Jackson, Jameson, N. Joner, 
J. W. Jones, Keim, King, Leadbeuer, Lowell, 
Lueas, McKay, Mallory, Marchaad, Medill, S. W. 
Moriis, Newhaid, Nisbet, Parmenter, Parrv, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Rhewt, E. Rogers, James 
Rogeis, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, A. Smith, John 
Smith, Strong, Sampter, Taylor, J. Thomsva, J. 
W. Williams, and H. Williams—73. 

For F. Tuomas —Messrs. Binks, Backwell, 
Casey, Connor, Dromgooie, J. Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Rives, Steinrod, and Tarney—10. 

For Junn Bett —Messrs. Barnard, Briges, 
Hali, W. 8. Hastings, Hoffman, Hant, Ch. John- 
ston, Marvin, Peck,Russel!, Fillmore, and Ca! henna 
—12. 

For G. M. Kreim.—Messrs. Beatty, Fornanee, 
Gerry, Hammond, Hubbard, Leet, Lewis, McCul- 
loch, Montgomery, Ramsey, Robinson, and D. D. 
Wagen-r—12. 

F.r Z Caseyv.—Messrs. Carr, J. W. Davis, 
Howar', Pretit, Rariden, T. Smith, Wick and 
Reynolds—8. 

For F. GranGcer.— Messrs. 
Lincoln—2. 

F.r W.C. Dawson.—M ssis. Crabb, Everett, 
apd Storrs-—3. 

For Lev: Lincotn.—Messrs. Evans, and Grar- 
ger—2 

For G.W._H pxiss.—Mr. James Gar'and—1. 

For J. Q@. Apams.—Mr. Gates—}. 

Fir F. W. Pickess.—Messre. Hunter, Leon- 
ar!, Parish, Siarkweather, and Watters'on—5¢ 

Fir Ta mas Conwin.—Mr. Lawrence —1. 

Fr Wm. Mevist.—Messrs. Geo. Sweeny, 
and Weller—2. 

Fur G. C. Drewex .e.—Mr. F. Thomas—1. 

Mr. HUBBARD, afier the announcement of the 
tenth vote for Speaker, stated that Mr. Lewis de- 
siréd that bis name sheuld be withdrawn, 


Chittenden and 





ELEVENTH BALLOT. 


For R. M. T. Honrer—Messrs. Adams, Alford, 


J. W. Allen, L. W. Andrews, Bel!, Biddle, Black, 
Bond, Botts, Brockway, A.Brown, S.H. Butler, Cal- 
houn, J. Campbell, W.B. Campbe!!, Carter, Chinn, 
Clara, Colquitt, J. Cooper, M. A. Co per, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, E.. Davies, G. 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Di let, E ‘wards, 
Fillmore, Fisher, R. Ga:land, Gent. y, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, W. 8. Hast- 
ings, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Holmes, Hop- 
kins, Hunt, James, Chas. Johnston, W. C. John- 
wh, King, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Mason, 
Mercer, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, C. Morris, 
Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Pickens, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Rando!ph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, Tr. Smith, Stan'y, Storrs, Sumpter, Stuart, 
Ta iaferro, W. Thomps n, Tillinghast, To and, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, P. J. Wagner, 
Warren, E. D. White, J. White, T. W. Williams, 
L. Wiliams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
8. Williams, Wise, Jenifer, Everett, Chittenden, 
Evans, Gates, Barnord, Briggs, Palen, Crabb, and 
8. H. Anderson—119. 

For J. W. Jones—Messrs. J. Al'en, Atherton, 
Beirne, Blackwe!l, A. V. B:own, W. O. Butler, 
Ca‘roii, Ctifford, Connor, Doan, D om2zoole, 
Earl, Ely, Fine, Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hitt of N. €. Hi len, Hoilemain, Howard, J. John- 
son, N. Jones, Kem, Kem)al!, Leonard, Lowe), 
Lucas, McClel'an, McKay, Miller, Parish, Par- 
menter, Petrikin, Pientiss, Rives, J. Revers, Shaw, 
Shepard, J. Smith, ‘Thos. Smith, Steinrod, Strong, 
Swear ngen, Sweeny, Tay'or, F. Thomas, P. F. 
Thomas, Turney, Vanderpoe', Weller, J. W. 
Wiliams, H. Williams, Worthington, and Banks 
—55. 

For Mr. Daver—Messrs. H. J. 
Fletcher, and Pariis—3. 

For F. Tuomas—Messrs, Casey, J. W. Jones, 
and Mal'ory —3. 

For Mr. Keim—Messrs. Beatty, Bynum, J. Da- 
vis, Dunean. Fornance, Galbraith, Geny, Ham- 
mond, Hook, Hubbard, Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, 
McCulloch, Marchand, Montgomery, 8. W. Mor- 
ris, Newhadr, Paynter, Ramsey, Robinson, E. Ro- 
gers, Samuels, and D. D. Wagener—24. 

For Mr. Casky~—Messrs. Foyd, Brewster, Carr, 
Craig, Dana, De la Montanya, Doig, Cave John- 
son, Reynolds, ant Wick—10. 

For Mr. Pickens—A. G. Brown, Chapman, 
Coles, Cross, Medill, Rhett, Starkweather, J. 
Thompson, and Watterson—9. 

For Mr. Atrnerton—Messrs. Burke, Eastman, 
Floyd, and Jackson—4. 

For Mea. Srancwraraer—Mr. Crary—1. 

For Mr. Ciirrorp—Mr Davee—l. 

For Mr. Howarn—J. W. Davis—lI. 

For Mr. Lewis—A. Smith—1. 

For Mr. Boyp—Mr. Jameson—1. 


Reeapitulation of votes given for Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, 26th Congress, first session. 
7th, 8h. Oth. 10th. 11th. 
Whole number 229 232 231 232 232 
Necessary toachoice 115 117 116 U17 117 
Dixon H. Lewis 110 113 110 73 1 
R. M. T. Hunter 22 16 59S 835 119 


Anderson, 


Jenn Beit 64 80 33 12 
Francis GRaNGER 12 2 
Zavon Casey 3 5 5 8 10 
Francis Tuomas 4 7 as 0 3 
Witttuam C. Dawson 5 5 6 3 
Jonn W. Jones 2 14.055 
Gronce M. Kem 12 24 
Francis W. Pickens 1 1 5 9 
Scattes ing 7 5 6 7. oe 
Mr. R. M. T. HUNTER, having receiveda 


majority of the whole number of votes on the 
eleventh vote, was declared duly elected. 

Mr. BANKS and Mr. LAWRENCE cor- 
ducted the SPEAKER to the chair, when, 

On motivn of Mr. WISE, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvurspay, December 17, 1839. 
Toe CHAIR desired that the Commitiee on 
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Public Buildings, which he had omitted yesterday, 
should be placed on the j urnal, to consist of Mr. 
Fo.ton, Chairman, Mr. Mernics, and Mr. Smita 
of Connecticut, 

Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that as soon as the 
Senate was ready to proceed to legislative business, 
he would ask leave to introduce the following bill : 

A bill more «ffectually to secure the public 
money in the hands of officers and agents of the 
Government, and to panish public defaulters. 

A bill for the relief of W. N. Roberison. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel H. Garrow and 
S. W. Simonton. 

A bili for the relief of W. A. Whitehead, late 
collector of the port of Key West, in Florida. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that he would, on the 
earliest opportunity, ask leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing bills: 

A bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Joseph 


Campan, for a certain tract of laud in the State of || 


Michigan. 

A biil for the reli:f of the heirs of Madam de 
Lusser. 

A bill for the relief of Pierce Balin. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Conway. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaqne. 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 


Elihu H. Bay. 
A bill for the reii f o* Juan Belgar. 
A bill for the reief ot France's Laventare, 


A bill for the relief? cf Joseph Bogy. 

A Liil for the relief of Joseph Cochran. 

A bill for the relref of the legal representatives cf 
Phi!. Barbour, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lou- 
isiaha. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Grainger. 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and heirs 
and legai representatives of Bartholomew Butcher, 
Michae! Butcher, and Peter B'oom. 

A bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacey. 

A bill to continve in force the set for the final 
adjustment of private land elaims in Missouri. 


A bill to transfer to the eitizens ef the parish of | 


Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest 
of the United States to a certain tract of land. 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a parent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Ricard, 
deceased. 

A bill confirmiog certain land claims in Mis- 
souri. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Ouachita land district in the State of Louisiana. 

A bill to corfirm land claims in the district be- 
tween the Rio Hondo and Saline rivers. 

A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of land in 
the State of Arkansas. 

A bill to amend an act confirming certain land 
claims in the State of Michigan. 

A bill supplemen’ary to an act entitled “An act 
to amend an act for the appointment of commis- 
sioners to adjust the claims to reservations of land 
under the 14h article of the treaty of 1330, with 
the Choctaw Indians.” 

A bill for creating a new land district in the State 


of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries of | 


the southwestern aid western land district in said 
State. 


A bill to confirm the tite to a certain tract of | 


land in the county of Mobile. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Greensburg land district, State of Louisiana. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the reliet of Alvarez 
Fisk and the legal representatives of Thomas P. 
Eskridgze. 

Mr. PRENTISS gave notice that he wou!'d ask 
leave to intreduce the following bills: 

A bi'l for the relief of Lemuel White. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Wallas. 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes. 

A bill to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
SIONS In Certain case}, 

Mr. NORVELL gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill granting to the eounty of Kalamazoo, in 





the State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption t, 
a quarter section of land, and for uther PUrposes 

A bill to amend an act confirming certain land 
claims in the State of Michigan. 

A bill granting to ceriain persons therein named 
the right of pre-emption toa fraction of a fection 
of land in Ottoway, ia the Siate of Michigan. 

Mr. SEVIER gave nctice that he wou'd ac 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of W,| iam 
Murphy. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relies 
of William Jones. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business, asd, soon after, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tu: spay, December 17, 1839. 

At 12 0’clcck, Mr. R. M.T. HUNTER, Speaker 
of the House, called the House to order, and ad. 
dressed them as follows: 


GeENTLEMEN or THE House or REPRESENTATivrs: 

The high and undeserved honor which you have 
conferred upen me, has been:o unexpecied, that 
even n-w lean s-arvely find terms in which to ex. 
press my gra‘e‘ul sense of you k ndnss. I truss, 
however, to be a'e to offer a better evidence of 
that sen imest in the earnest efforts which I shall 
make to discharge my duties jusily and impartialty, 
Called as l have been to this high station, nots) 
much from any mer.ts of my own as ‘rom the inde. 
pendence of my ys osition, | shall feel it as especially 
due fm me to you to preside as the Speaker, not 
of a party, but of the House. Whiist | shall deen 
it my duty, upon all proper occasions, to sustain 
the principles upoa which I stand p edged befi re 
the country, I s3all hold myself bound, at the same 
time, to afford every facility within my power to 
the full and f-ir expression of the wishes and se:- 
timents of every section of ths great Confederacy. 
You will doubtiess deein it your duty, geutlemen, 
as the grand inquest of the nation, to investigate 
ail matters of which the peop e onght to be inform- 
ed; to retrench expenditures which are unnecessary 
or unconstituti nal; to maintain the just relations 
between all of the great interests of the country, 
and to preserve inviolate the Constitution, which 
you wll be swern to support, whilst it will be 
mine to aid you in such labors wita a!l of the 
means within my power. And al hough deeply im- 
pressed with a painful sen e of my inexper-ence, 
and of the dfiicalties of a new and untried station, 
am yet chee:ed by the hope that you will sustain 
me in my efforts to preserve the order of business 
and the decorum of debate. 1 am aware that party 
fervor is occasionally impatient of the restiait 
which it is the duty of the Chair to impose upon 
the asper ties of debste, but at the same ume! 
know that the just of all parties will sustain a 
Speaker who is honestly endeavoring to preserve 
the dignity of the House, and the harmony of its 
member. 

Permit me, in eonciusion, gentlemen, to tender 
you the homage ef my heartfeit thanks for the ho- 
nor which yon have conferred upon me, and to ex: 
pre's the hope thst your counsels may be so guided 
by wisdom as to redound to your own reputaticn, 
and the welfare of our common country. 

The j: urnal of yesterday was then read, when 

Mr. DROMGOOLE submitted the followicg re- 
solution: 

Resolved; That the standing rules and orders of 
the last House of Representatives be adopted as 
the rules and order of proceedings of this House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Nor h Carolina moved to 
lay this resolution on the table until the members 
were first sworn. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON referred to the law 
of 1789, to show that this resolution was inadmis- 
sible at the present time, that law declaring that 
the members shall take the oath of office befure 
they proceed to business. He therefore made a 


point of order, as to whether this resolution could 
be entertained at the present time. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE stated that he had moved 
this resolation with a view of avoiding all difficulty 
in case any question should arise in the couree 
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ame . With re- 
administering the oath to the members ith re 
4 to the law of 1789, he would ask where was 
Fe obligation when we were two weeks acting as 
2S mbers of the House of Representatives, and 
; a ting rules for our government without having 
- Path first administerec?. He thought it was due 
' the House, and due to the Speaker, that rules 
i ar onde should be adopted at the earliest possit l= 
. riod, in order that the business of the House 
: : 
might be conducted according to rules of order, 
eval in all deliberative bodies. 
ysual ina roa ! ca” 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON won'd yie'd to the re- 
P quest of the gent'eman from Virginia, if he could 
E ccnsc'eatiously; but he held that the law in this 
ase Was imperative. 
4 The SPEAKER suggested that the better way of 
S aeciding uson this question would be on the mo- 
2 cn 10 lay on the tab’e, s 3 
' Mr. W.C. JOHNSON then withdrew his ques- 
tion of order. 
Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a call of the 
House. Lost. 
Mr. GRAVES then called for the yeas and 
‘. pays on the motion to lay on the table, wh:ch were 
ordered, and were—yeas 116, nays 116, as fol- 
‘ lows: 
» yERAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. 
Anderson, Andrews, Ba vard, Bell, Biddle, Black, Bond, Botts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Joha Campbell, 
PS Wiuaw B. Campbell, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Chittenden, 
clark, Colquitt, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, 
Crab, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
© Garret Davis, Dawsen, Deberry, Dennis, Dilleu, Edwards, 
% Evans, Everett, Fillmore, James Ga:land, R.ce Garland, 
P caus, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
© Geaves, Green, Grinnet!, Maversham, Hail, William &. Liast- 
Siz, Hawes, Wenry, Hbl! of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, 
P Hoot, James, Jenifer, Charles Johuston, William Cost Jou 
Peon, Kiog, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, Masou, Mercer, Mitch- 
Sl, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morvis, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, 
> Osborne, Palen. Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randail, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 
PS monion, Slade, ‘Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, ‘Patia- 
© ferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, To'and, Triplett, Trum 
@ bull, Underwood, Peter Wagner, Warren, Edward D. 
y Wiite, Joho White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
P Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 11. Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
a ams, and Wise—116. 
f NAYS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Andersen, Atherton, 
P Ninks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
© jown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
0. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Ciiffurd, Coles, Con- 
per, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. 
Davis, De la Montanya, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Horl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fietcher, Fioyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Gecry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Mill of North Caroiina, Millen, Holleman, Holmes, 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johuson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kembie, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mont 
Pgomery, Samuel! W. Morris, Newlerd, Parish, Parinenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petuikin, Pickens, Prentuuss, Ramsay, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, She- 
pard, Albert Smith, Jolin Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Swinrod, Sivong, Sumter, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Pilip PF. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, 
David D. Wagener, Watierston, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—116. 

Tae SPEAKER voting in the affirmative, the 
resolution was ladon the table. 

Mr. CRAIG thea submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That every member of the House of 
Representatives of the United States ought, upon 
laking his seat therein, to produce at the Cierk’s 

lable, or to deposite in the Cier’s office, the cre- 
dentials by virtue of which he claims his seat; 
and in all cases of contested elections, no member 
ought to be permitted to vote until the House, 
Upon a report from the standing Committee of Elec- 
tions, or by a vote of the majority of the members 
en having a quorum of the House, shall have 
decided which of the claimants is entitled to the 
contested seat. 


Mr. WISE said that there was the same objec- 
lien to this resoluti n as to the other, and moved 
that itbe laid on the table; which motion was 
agreed to. 

_ The oath was then administered to the members 
‘rom the several States, except New Jersey, Mr. 

ANDOLPH not presenting himself when New Jer- 
Sey was called. 

_After the members from a'l the States except 
New Jersey were sworn, 

Mr. RANPOLPH, together w'th the five mems 
cers Claiming seats under the Goveracr’s certifi- 
cale, presented themselves at the C erk’s table, and 
lemanded to be sworn, but the SPEAKER refused to 
‘wear any of them except Mr, Ranpoirn, 
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The SPEAKER then stated that J. B. Aycrice, 
C. C. Stratron, J. P. B. Maxwetr, W. Hatstep, 
and T. J. Yorxe, had appeared while he was ad- 
ministering the oath of office to the members, and 
demanded to be sworn. Had this questioa oc 
curred this morning de novo, and no precee ‘ing of 
the Honse having been had upon it, he should not 
have hesitated in a‘ministering the oath to these 
gentlemen; but inesmuch as proceedings had teen 
had heretofore ia the House, and a decision made, 
or rather a nezative proposition adorted, he felt it 
to"™be his daty to refuse to adminiser the oath 
to them, and to refer the matter to the Heuse, to 
say whether they shon'd be sworn. 

Mr. WISE would inquire whe her any member 
had cbjected to the swearing of these gentlemen, 

Mr. DixOMGOOLE said he understood the 
Cuair to state the difficulty, and then submit the 
metter to the House to decide whether the oath 
should be administered to these gentlemen. 

Mr. WISE again asked whether any member 
objected to the swearing of these gentlemen, and 
if no objection was made, he presumed there would 
be no question but for the Srraker to sweer them 
at once. 

The SPEAKER then stated to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Wise] that he did not frel 
himse'f authorized to do this, from the fact that a re- 
solution submitted by the gentieman himself had 
been negatived, and the vote upon it stood recorded 
on the jonrnals of the Honse. By that resolution 
the House decided that these centlemen were not 
entitled to take seats, and in cons: quence of that re- 
solution, he thought it became hisa to submit this 
grave question to the decision of tie House. 

Mr. WISE expresed his approbaton of the 
course of the Cuair; but he submitt d whether a 
resolution adopted by the Repre entat ves of the 
people, or a part of them, while in an unorgamz d 
state, cou'd have any bindi: g effect upon this body 
at the presen' time. He the efore woul! move, i1 
orJer to test th squestin, that these gentlemen be 
not sworn, if it was in erder to make that motion. 
A sovereizn State had teen deprived of its repre- 
sentation simp!y by the form of put ing the que-- 
tion, and he made the mot’on in this form in order 
that gentlemen m ght not deprive a State of her 
rights by the t ickery cf forms. 

The S°EAKER requested that the g ntleman 
shovld submit his propos tion in wri ing. 

Mr. DROMGOOLFE said if he under-too! the 
ques ion, the Speaker bad submitted a question to 
the Houce fer its decision, to wit: “Shall these 
five gestlemen be permitted to qualify?” This wa 
an affirmative pro;osition, snd must come up in 
that form, whatever effort his colleague m ght 
make to the conta y. The coure taken by the 
Cuair was tot without preceteat. Cesesh d oc- 
curre!in the Senate of the Un ted States, as well 
as in this House, where the presi ‘ing « flicer had 
refer:ed matters to the House. In the present case, 

the Speaker had referred the matter to the House, 
and the House was in possession ¢f the motion; 
and he deman’ejia decisicn upon that pr: pesition. 

Mr. MERCER contended that the present was 
a proper time to decide this questin, and hoped 
the gentleman from Virginia wou!'d submil his pro- 
position to the House. 


Mr. WISE thea submitted his resolution in 
writng, in sudstance as before stated. Mr. W. 
said his colleague would net forget, s» soon after 
we had escaped fron cur chrysalis state and put 
on our wings, the charges of usarpst on which had 
been made against the gentleman who occupied 
the Chair for temporary organization, brcause he 
presume! to put propositions to the House in his 
own form. The Cnair, as he had understood 
him, bad not put the question directly to the 
House, but had suge sted that it would be a ques- 
tion for the decision of the House. 


The CHAIR observed that he had, in the first 
instance, stated that the question, Shall the gentle- 
men from New Jersey be sworn, was a proper 
question for the Huuse to decide upon; but gentle- 
men must not understand him as submitting that 
question to the House, but merely indicating the 
course which the House must pursue, unless s-me 
member submitted a proposition; and as the gen- 
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tleman from Virginia had submitted such a pro- 
position, the Coarr would entertain the motion. 

Mr. WISE said he had, then, not misunderstood 
the Cuata, and in order to relieve the Cuatr from 
submiting this question to the House, he had sub- 
mitted bis resolanon; and unless gentlemen desired 
to speak on the subject, he would move the pre- 
vious question. He, however, withdrew it at the 
request of some gentlemen around him. 

Mr FRANCIS ‘THOMAS suggested the pro- 
prety of p stponing the further consideration of 
this question, until the House should adopt rules 
of order. A resolution to adopt the rules of the 
last Honse for the government of this body, had 
beea laid on the table by the casting vote of the 
Speaker; but the House was not then tall, and 
itseemed to him, that as this question had been 
brought up, the House ought to have soine rules 
for its guidance. Ele would put it to gentlemen 
to say, wh ther this question should not be post- 
poned until rules were adopted for the government 
of the body. 

Mr. WISE would have no objection to pursue 
the course indicated by the gentleman from Mary- 
land, if it was not that difficulties might arise by 
the adoption of those rules before the members of 
the House were ail sworn. The question may 
arise as to whether we shall vole viva voce or by 
ballot, or other questions might arise, allot which 
should be left untouched until all the members of 
the House were sworn. And with regard to rules 
for car government, he submitted whether the 
rules of Common sense were not al sufficient, 
until the question with regard to the New Jersey 
members was decided. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST contended that there were 
natural rules of orderand natural precedents which 
it Was impossible for the Hlouse to overlook; and 
these natural rules of order, he maintained, were 
all stifficient forthe government of the bedy until 
this question was decided. He also referred to the 
case of Claiborne and Gholsen at the extra session 
of 1837, to exhibita precedent in that case apph- 
cable to the present case. Mr. T. then gave way to 

Mr. WiSt&, who asked that the credentials pre- 
sented by Messts. Aycaicc, Maxwe tt, &c. be read; 
and the Creak read them to the Hoose. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the reading of the cre- 
dentials on the other side. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman had 
only called fur the reading of the documents on one 
side. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST continued his remarks, 
and contended that the resolution of Mr. Wise 
rhoull be the first thing acted on. 

Mr. SERGEANT heartily approved of the 
course adopied by the Cuain, in referring the sul- 
ject to the House for its considerativ»; bul as to the 
mode in which itis to be presented, he did not un- 
derstand the Cnatr to decide, but that he left it en- 
tirely to the House. Tne gen leman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wiss] war tight; ander these circumstances, 
ia offering a resolution which he considered to be 
in siriet conformity to the spirit and provisions of 

the Constitution of the United States. The very 
first question which presents itse'f here is no less 
than this: If gentlemen present themselves here with 
regular crefeutials, offer.ng to be sworn, are they to 
bz excluded by less than a majority of the House? 
| Did it not, ia other words, require a majority to 
|| bring them in, or did it not require a majority to 
|| exclude them? Those who maintain that it re- 
quires a majority to bring them in, maintain what 
appeared to him to b: anconstitutional doctrine, 
because it seemed that, to entitle a gentleman to be 
sworn, he mnst have something more than rezular 
“credentials of his State; that i:, be must have the 
2id of a majority of this House. He considered 
the decision that was made by this House some 
days ago, to be of a very doubtful character, to 
say the least of it; nay, he con'd not say that deci- 
sion was conformable to the Constitution, either in 
its terms or its spirit. Now, sir, (said Mr. 8) is 
this the law of the land? If there be a choice in 
the two modes of putting the question, is it not 
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(said he) regard that voice as nothing, 
and insist upon it that those gentlemen cannot be 
introduced unless a maj rity of this House declared 
them entitled tocome in. Let us see, said Mr. 8. 
what we are called upon to decide, and what we 
are to decide. This was not yet a House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States, he meant in its 
perfect and organized form; and for that reason 
he held the Liouse of Represextatives, in all its 
stages of existence, lo mean a representation from 
all the States of the Union, in proportion to that 
allowed by the laws. The first provision of the 
Constitution relating to this subject is, that in 
every stage of the existence of the House, every 
Siate shall be t1epresented—that no State shall 
stand unrepresented. If a State has nota sufli- 
cient population to entitle her to one Representa- 
live, according to the apportionment laws, yet she 
must, according to the Constitution, have one. 


Mr. 8. here referred to the third clause of the 
secou:' section of the first article of the Constitu- 
tion in supportof his argument, as follows: “The 
number of representatives shall not exceed one for 
every thirty thousand, but each State shall have at 
least one representative; and until such enumera- 
tion shall be made, the State of New Hamsphire 
shall be entutled to choose three; Massachusetts, 
eight; Rhode Island and Providence Plantatious, 
one; Connecticut, five; New York, six; New Jer- 
sey, four; Pennsylvania, eight; Delaware, one; 
Marylan‘, six; Virginia, ten; North Carolina, five; 
Scath Carolina, five; and Georgia, three.” 

Now, (said Mr. S.) what do you purpose to do? 
Why, to constitute a Congress without a represen- 
tation from the State of New Jersey, by members 
irom the other States of this Union voting against 
them. ‘Tne Constitution says that every State 
shall have a Representative here, and yet you have 
deprived a sovereign State of five-sixths of her re- 
presentation, Under the Constitution and laws, as 
they now are, the State is not otherwise known 
than as an organic body, an! we have no right, in 
the present stage of our proceedings, to look at the 
State of New Jersey but asan organic body—as 
an independent power coming here, demanding to 
iake her share ia the legislation of Congress. Has 
New Jersey failed to do her duty under the Consti- 
tution? [tis admitted that she has done i'; that she 
is here by her Representatives, who have been 
here from the beginning, claiming to be ad- 
mitted. Soe has five-sixths of her Repre- 
sentatives here, who have been excluded. Can 
you constitule a Congress without the.n? The 
Sate having elected her Representatives, whea 
iney have been sent here, and offered to participate 
in the business of the nation, your excluding them 
affects ail the States of the Union, New Jersey as 


well As the rest. Where is your authority for thi.? 
Mr.S. here went on to comment on the commis- 


sions precented by the five New Jersey claimants, 
aud contended that they were regular, and such as 
bore on their face nothing to raise a doubt. No 
such question, he said, was ever raised in regard to 
Mr, Moore’s credentials, and the Mississippi mem- 
bers. From the commissions themselves, no gen- 
tieman could fiad in them a single particalar in 
which they were not ia precise conformity with the 
laws of New Jersey. You could not bave more 
cenelusive evidence presented from New Jersey, or 
from any State, to show that these gentlemen were 
elected. 

Mr. S. here went into a long argument of the 
consittutional question involved, and in answer to 
the doctrine of Mr. Pickeas, urzivg in contradic- 
tion to him, that the House of Representatives 
kuown to the Constitution, was a House in which 
a!l the States were fully represented; and conten ted 


that a representative holding the certificate 
was a member of Congress before he arrived 


here, and before he was qualified, as well as after 
he was qualified. Mr. S. continued his argument 
ai g eat lengt) in support of the gentlemen hold- 
ing the ceri ficates to take their seats, without exa- 
mining the testimony or going to avy eateat behind 
the cert ficates, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE replied at length to the ar- 
gament of Mr. Serceant, presenting, iv forcible 
and eloquent language, a conclusive and able refuta- 
tion of the positions presented by that gentleman, 
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a brief outline of which our limits will on!y permit 

us now to give. He had never, at any preliminary 

stage of the proceedings, he said, gone into the me- 

rits of this controversy, because he believed the 

discussion would be premature, and would have no 

other effect than to prejudge and forestall the opi+ 

nions of the Hiouse and of the public, before the evi- 

dence was be!ore them Lis opinion had been, from 

the first, that they ouzht to go into an exam nation 

of this question by a committee, who should report 

the facts and evidence to the House, and ihat then 

both parties should be permitted to come in, 

and present their own case, “ore  tenus,” 

at the bar. But gentlemen on the other 

stile wanted to jump over all inquiry, reject 

all evidence, and, restricting themselves to the com- 
missions of the Governor of New Jersey, decide 

that those who held them should take their seats. 

They were ca!led upon to decide that these commis- 

sions were conclusive as to the right of the gentle- 

men to take their seats, and could nut by any evi- 

dence be controverted. Gentlemen had also urged 
the imperfect slate of the organization of the 

House, as a reason why it could not go into an 
exam-naticn of all the evidence bearing on the 

case but gentlemen could rot now avail them- 
selves of that difficuly. We are, said Mr. D. 

organized; we have a Speaker, we have taken the 
oath of office, and there is nothing to prevent us 
from entering into an examination of all the evi- 
dence, and of deciding it upon its meiits. Though 
fully convinced that‘this power existed, yet he be- 
lieved that it would be premature to exercise it un- 
til afier a full examination into ail the facts and 
evidence by a committee and a report upon it. 
Some of the propositions of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Serceant] were so abhorrent 
to the principles of the Constitution, thit he felt 
constrained to meet them at the threshold, though 
he would not now go into an examination of the 
merits of the main question. He understuod the 
gentleman to say that he could only look at the 
State of New Jersey acting in its corporate, or or- 
ganic capacity. Now he uterly denied that in this 
instance the doctrines of the gentieman were in ac- 
cordance with the Constitution; and he would call 
upon him to look at that instrument itself, and see 
what authority it gave him for his assumptions. 
Before going into an examination of this part of the 
gentleman’s argument, he would premise a few re- 
marks, in order that they might arrive at a better 
undersianding of the subject. It was known to the 
Speaker, who, from his infancy, had been taught ia 
the political school of the S ate Rights party, that the 
term “State” is used in three different senses; and 
he would refer gen'!temen toMr Madison’s ezlebrated 
repor. on the resolutions «f John Taylor of Caro- 
line in the Virgima Leg s'ature, as authority for 
this understanding of the erm. The ‘erm ‘Wtate” 
somet'mes meant the terrory comprehended with- 
in its limi s—as, said Mr. D we may speak of go- 
ing into Maryland or into Virginia. It sometimes 
meant the machine y by whch the State Govern- 
ment was carrielon; and again, it sometimes 
meant the whole people of the Srate, and then the 
term State was applie! to itasa sovereign State 
al.ne. The term State, thereti re, was sometimes 
applied to the ter i ory; sometimes to the Govern- 
met, and soneumes to the people, in ‘heir hghest 
attribute of -overeignity. The Stae G vernments, 
as such, Mr. D. sad, are nt parties to the Fed_- 
ralcompart The siates of New Jersey, Virginia, 
and the rest, in their hghest sovereign c ‘pacity, that 
is, the people of ihese States a'one, are he parties. 
Do not tell me, then, said Mr. D. that we are op- 
posed to State righ's, when we coutead that the 
moichivery of a State shall not misrepresent the 
wili of the sovereizn people «f the State. With 
this d stinc ion, he woud call the atentiwn of the 
geatem in from Pennsylvania to the language of 
the Constitution on this subject. “The House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every sec nd year’—Ey whom, sir? By 
the Sates? No, sir: but “ by the people of the 
several States.” Then as to the Senate. The 
Constitution says that “the Senate of the United 
States shall be composed of two Senators from 
each State, chosen by the Legislatures there.-f,” 
&c, And here, said Mr. D. is the distinction 








shown between the two bodies, and this js , 
re » Wha 
I havealways con'ended it is, the popular). 
—this is the part of the Federal Guvernmen; yy! 
o'tai:s a popular feature. He saw his yenp- 
colleegue [a'luting to Mr. Mercer) smie, j,, 
fully concurred in the-e great d.c:ines of the .., 
Right’ party. ae 
In looking at the returns of the New J... — 
elections, even if we should g» behind the a ; 
seal, we shall be guiity neither of a violation. 
the Constitution, nor of the rights of the Sta, 
New Jersey; but, on the contrary, in conte ,,. 
for the rights of the people to elect their R.,., 
sentalives, we are carrying out the Federa| . . 
pact in the fullest extent. We iaquire who 4 
pecple of New Jersey have ele.ted as their Rep. 
sentatives, and, in:o doing, we rezard that Stay 
in her highest sovereiga capacity. He shoyi 
like to know from his learned friend from Peng, 
sylvania, oc from any member of that by 
learned or unlearned, where it is he finds auy qy. 
thority for the assumption that the House of py, 
presentatives could not gv behind the commis jy, 
of the Governor of New Jersey, with the pie 
seal of the State, in decidi-g upon the eleciiggs 
returns and qualifications of its members, 4, 
denied that there was any authority for it, eithe, 
in the Const:tution or Jaws, or in precedens 
found in parliamentsry practice. He contendoj 
that the woud “returns,” carried with it ever 
question connected with the returns; and that they 
had as much right to inquire into the returns of the 
votes of Millville and South Amboy, which wer 
suppressed by the clerks, as into the commissions 
of the Governor of New Jersey. If gentlemen 
doubted this, he would cite forthem abundan: ay. 
thority. Mr. D. here referred to the case of Spal. 
ding and Mead, a contested case of election returns 
decided some years ago in the House of Rene 
sentalives. In this case, under the laws of the 
State of Georgia, the votes were required to te 
returned within a limited time; but the votes of three 
counties not having been returned withia tha 
time, the Governor felt himself constrained not 
to count them, and to give the commission 
Mead. The seat was contested, and it was dicide! 
here that the House was not restricted by the pro 
clamation of the Governor, as is now contended, 
but that the “returns” comprehended all the votes 
given in that Congressional distrite, whether cout: 
ed by the Governoror not. There were two poinis 
decided in that case, the primary returns and the 
ultimate returns; and therefore, the laws of New 
Jersey requiring the returns to be made by the 
county clerks to the Governor, who is to sum then 
all up, and to give the commissions in con'ormily 
with chem, the House mast inquire ino al the 
facts of these elections, going back to the primay 
returns, to actin confirmity with this precedeal, 
The House decided against Mr. Spa'ding, ant thi 
the votes which were kept back, whether try wer 
the result of fraud or otherwise, were stil! to b 
counted. Mr. D would not bere enier into avy && 
amination of the conduct of Governor Peau 
ton. He would not pretend to say that \- 
vernor Pennington had done wrong. He woul! 
be willing to admit, and he would ground bs 
argument on the position that the Govern! 
could not have acted otherwise than be dl- 
that he was obliged to give his commissicns, Will 
out countirg the Millville aud South Amy 
votes; but he would ask, could this House relist 
to count them? Thete were at least fort, cass 
which it was decided that all the returns should 
looked into, and npon the ground that this Ho. 
was nct violating the laws of the States, but cally 
ing them out. It was perfectly competent fur 6 
House, looking into the returns, to examine wen 
all—iv compare them tog-ther, and deci ¢ whe!" 
these certitic tes of the Governor, with the 0fe 
seal, might not be impeec ed either f.r wat 
form or want of verity; and, if they were n \"' 
accordance with the laws of New Jersey, *” 
not in accordance with the facts as icza' 
summing up all the votes taken at the ¢*” 
tion, they were void, and m git be set aside. 
would be glad to know where geile’ 
found the autkority for the assumption that 4° 
commissions of the Governor of New Jo! 
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conclusive as tothe right of those persons 
them to take their seats wthout fur- 
Where was the precedeat for 

Al the decisio s were directly at Vori- 
» wih it; and in the case of Spa'd'ng and 
ad, it Was cec'ded that the retu ns were’ uly 
sant facie ev dence. But gentienea c nten’et 
ta prima facie evidence of a right g iveaman a 
iusive right. It was not worth whie to :o0 
»a refutation of ths absurdity. [tmust be ad- 
+ ed that ‘he riaht to take a seat in that Houe 
‘red on the elections and qnaificstioas of te 
mbers, and that he prima facie evidence of these 
ycireumstances Was cnly g od evidence in the 
ence of any thing to coatradict it. The very 
» red gentleman fro 9 Pennsylvania attempted to 
ove that the five New Jersey gestemen were 
w members of the House, and had been so for a 
Now, he did not understand that there 
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rg ng 
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¢ time. 


M.. anv thing ian the Cons iuion or the laws to 
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suty him in this position. Did he understand 
> argue it of the geatleman to be that, because 
sce five New Jersey gentlemen, on their way 
ve, might be discharged from arrest under color 
their right as members of the House, this 
yo them a Fight? Where did the gentleman find 
ai the decision of a jadge, or even of the chief 
«tice himself and all his associa'«s, was authority 
bind the House of Representatives, acting under 
power given them by the Constiiution? To a 
rain extent, these gentlemen, with the commis- 
as of the Governor of New Jersey in their 
cxets, had the rights and privileges of members, 
hile on their way to tie seat of Governmeal; but 
at gave them no right which they did not pos- 
Here Mr. D. quoted the case of Hammond, 
member from Ohio, decided by the House of Re- 
esentatives, in which the question was raised 
it regard to the time when membership com- 
enced; and referred to the very able report made 
y Mr. John W. Taylor, of New York, in that 
se. There it was decided that membership, so 
ras this House was concerned, did not com- 
ence unti) the gentleman had actualiy takea his 
wt in it. 
Mr. D. next entered into a refutation of Mr. Ser- 
panT’s position, that there never was any interieg- 
n of the House of Representatives,but ihat it was 
perpetual body, This he denied. One of the first 
stiactions he had ever learned between the 
0 Houses, was, that the Senate was a 
rpetual body, but that the House ceased 
bp exist with ihe expiration of the term fer 
hich its members were elected; and that at every 
gress there was a new House of Rejr.s nia- 
ves. He no more believed in the uaboken 
ceession Of the House of Representatives, than 
did in the unbroken suczessioa of the line vf the 
vpes from St. Peter down to this t me. 
Mr. D, said he had shown before, that they were 
(| tv look to the body of the representatives of a 
laie as the representation of the Siate itself, 
i to look at it, under the Constitniion, 
the representation of the people of that 
aie. Gentlemen seemed io have great fears about 
wing into conflict with the laws of a State; bat, 
ail Mr. D. there are decisions of this House, 
wich, fiading State jaws standing in the way of 
he Constitution, have set them asi‘e; and this is 
‘going into conflict with the laws ot that Siates, 
‘merely passing them by, because they did not 
‘blurm to the Cunstitution. Mr, D. quoted the 
ot Mr. Barney of Maryland, whose seat was 
tested, 'o show that the House set aside a law of 
*Siate of Maryland, requiring a qualification as 
residence, which was not required by the Consti- 
on; that instrament requiring only the member 
‘ve, when elected, an inhabitant of the State from 
uich he is chosen. Bat gentlemen woald perceive 
he absurdity to which they would be deiven, by con- 
‘cing that the enactments of a State are binding on 
Pp H suse of Representatives, as to the elections and 
‘rns of its members. If, as gentlewien say, these 
“ieates and seals are conclusive as w the right 
those presenting them h.W coniad the House 
ee of such elect ors and returas, a3 it is solely 
eipowrred tu do by the Constitution? Ff this doc- 
‘or! the gentleman from Pennsylvania is in ac- 
~alice Wih what he conceives to be the States 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Rights doctrives, it was a species of nullification, 
he ap,rehesded, that his Sta‘es Rights friends 
would not gs for. The Null fication psriy, a+ he 
understood, (at ‘he sime time aprealing to Mr. 
PickeENs,) inte: posed the State’s sovereignty to ar- 
restan u coysututional law; bat this nullifying 
the Constiuti n of the United States by a Stite 
enaviment, as tee gentleman ficem Peansy.vania 
wou d now have it, was going {uther than any 
Nullitier he ever heard of was ds, osed t) go. 
‘Thus much as to the rights of the States. He flat- 
tered himself that ali the State Rights gentdemea 
were now with him. 

But gentl»mea asserted that some persons must 
take their seats as members from the State of New 
Jersey belore the House can decide the matter. “I 
should like” (<aid Mr. D.) “for gentlemen to show 
me their authorily for this. should like to know 
when it was decided that a member must take his 
seat beiore it can be decided whether he is enti led 
to it.” Mr. D. here reierred to the decision ia the 
case of Mr. Edwards of Maryland, to show the 
error of this position; and also, for the same pur- 
pose, referred to the case of Mr. John Richards, a 
member from the State of Pennsylvania, in which 
case the Goveruor of that State acted with much 
more delicacy and moderation than the Governor 
of New Jersey; for he gave the commission to 
neither ot the contending parties, but leit 
the controversy to be decided by the House. 
Now in this New Jersey case the refusal of 
the Governor to give his certificates wou'd not, 
in the least, have prejadiced the claims of 
those gentlemen to whom he did give them; 
for they wou'd still have had the same rights which 
they now possessed, and on which only the House 
was competent to decide. This book, [holding up 
the volume cf contested election cases,] said Mr. 
D. is full of cases in which the House has counted 
the votes, either where the authorities of the Siates 
refused to count them, or where they were return- 
ed too late to be counted under the State laws. 
He would not undertake here to define what was 
meant by the phrase “‘prima facie evidence;” but 
he was grossly deceived if it meant any thing 
more than first blush evidence, and became good 
only in the absence of testimony to controvert it. 
You canno!, then, said Mr. D. where there is clear, 
Strong and impartial tesiim ny staring you in the 
face, impeaching this prima fa ic evidence, con- 
clude that you will not give ita hearing, without 
Violating every princip'e of justice, as well as of 
the Coustitution of the United States. 

After having shown the power of the HL use to 
exaiise into all the rotures«f its m mbes, both 
primary and ulumate, Mr. D. would merely say 
tha! if ibe ce. tific tes of the Sec etary of State ere 
not evide.ce ia this ¢ se, it was twice Cec ded ia 
the House, ia the case of Spa'di g end Merd that 
they were; and fu ther, that this was the first ime 
teat the certificate and seal of an cilice of record 
was not considered go.d evidence with regard t> 
the records in that office. tie had briefly touched 
on the points invo'vet in ta's c.se, for the purpose 
of showing that the Houe oug.t not to resolve 
with this inconsiderate, he wou d notsay indecent, 
haste, that they would not look into the importact 
test m ny i npeaching these certificates, but onght 
io makeup its d-cisivn aftera fall know-e ‘ge 
of all the evideace belonging to ths case. He, 
Mr. D.3was for going regularly into an examina- 
tion of ths case, and for going into it in 
a tangible form. He was fer permitting both 
parties to be heard on their trial. Believing this 
to be the course required as well by expediency as 
by justice, he would not, even if he thought these 
five New Jersey gentlemen had the right to the 
returns, vote for the proposition of his colleague; 
for it would not be right nor just to prejudge the 
case before ascertaining all the facts connected 
with it. Ele hoped, therefore, that it would be the 
pleasure of the House to have the whole case 
fairly brought b fore them, and then, after hearing 
both part es, discuss itcalmly and deliberately, and 
decide upon it with a full understanding of its 
merits. Mr. D. said that he was for going into 
an examination of this question through the me- 
dium of a comm ttee, both fr the sake of conve- 
nience, and for the sake of biingiog ali the evi- 
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deoce more clearly within the view of the members 
ef that b dy. This would be in cc nformity with the 
precedent estublited in the case of Mo re and 
Lete' ev’, where it was solemnly decided that, pend- 
ing the controversy. neith r party should be per- 
mitted to qualify. He believed there was not a 
sing e exception in cises decided in evher braseh 
of Ccngre s, where geatlemea yreseating them- 
s Ives, and whose credentia’s wore obj eked to, in 
Which the matter was not referred to a committee, 
who te, orted bet re there was any further action 
upon it. The book was full of such cases, and 
gentlemen, with all their ingenuity, could not find 
as nel case in Whech ac ntrary course was taken 

He tcurd cases where t e Governors «f States had 
commissi-ned members, and where they were net 
permitted to quaify, but were sent with their cre- 
centials to ac mmittee. Where no question with 
regard t»> the credentia's was reised, the mem- 
ber presenting them was always permitted to 
quality, of course; but whenever the que-tion 
was raised to the validity of their commission, 
they were not suffered to qualify until it was de- 
cided that they were entitled to their seats. Mr. 
D. in this part of bis argument, read the case of 
Mr. Landon, in the Senate of the United States in 
March, 1825, by which it appeared that Mr. L's 
credentials having been objected tu, he was not 
permitted to qualify, but the matter was referred to 
a committee, 

Mr. WISE. What wer: the objections to Mr. 
Landon’s credentials? 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. Not that they were in- 
formal—not that they were not signed by the Go- 
vernor, accompanied by the broad seal of a so- 
vereign State, but thatthe Governor had no right 
io give them. In the case of Mr. Landon, there 
Was a proposition thathe should be permitted to 
take the oaih, and it was rejected, and his creden- 
tials were referred to a committee. There was, 
alse, a long list of precedents to the same purport, 
which he would net take up the time of the House 
by reading, though he wou'd cite one of the 
cases to show that, whrre the objection was raised 
2s to the credentials, the Hovose went into an ex- 
amination of them through the agency of a com- 
mittee. [Mr. D. tere read a cise of a member 
f.om the State of Ohio, ia which this ec use was 
taken by the House.} Io all cases wh re no ob- 
jectloos were raised to the credeatiale, ‘he membei 
Was pe mi ted to qualify; but is every case in 
which ob) ctions had b ea made to them, they 
Were no! permitted to take th u-eats tll the val - 
dity of th ir ercdeatia!s was decid den. 

If the doctrines. fur whic geatlemen co tend, 
that toese cerufl- ates, no ma'ter how cbtained, will 
give aseatintuis Hou e, shoud prevail, you will 
Strike a fatal b'ow at the fied m_ of elec- 
tins and the purity of a lepre eutative Go- 
vernment? It is ths elective franchise, Mr. 
D. said, and the telbef of the pe pe hat 
tuey may, through it, of richt, canmy out the 
Democrauc prucipe, and do what they cannot 
do but in their primary a sembties, that is ihe su’est 
safeguard of our liberues. But, said Mr. D. ifyou 
establish the prince: ple that the credentials given by 
ihe State authorites, no matter ho v fraudulent— 
no matier how mach at variance with the will of 
the peuple of the State, as expressed in the elec- 
lions, shall oulweigh the popuiar voice, you strike 
a stab at the existence of the elective tranchise, 
and destroy every principle that makes Democracy 
both lovely and practicable. 

Mr. D. in cunctusion, denied that excluding 
the New Jersey members till their credentials were 
inquired into, would be disfranchising that State. 
If her members presented themselves with creden- 
tials, which there was good reason to doubt the 
validity of, it was her misiortune, and the 
fault of here authorities; but the Elouse was 
nevertheless bound te exercise the power vested 
in it by the Constitution, and to examine into 
all the evidence connecied with thm. If you 
decide, said Mr. D. that we must, ex neces- 
sifate rei, permit these gentiemen to take their seats 
here, and, through their agency, laws may be 
passed detrimental to the rest of the Union, and 
then afterwards, upon an investigation, decide that 
they are not entitled to their seats, I ask, said 
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he, how you are to repair the injury thus in- 
flicted. He asked if it would not be the part of 
wisdom, as well as of safety, to let these gentlemen 


wait until, after a fair, calm, and impartial exami- | 


nation, the House could decide upon their claims. 
He indulged the hope that, if the House was dis- 
posed to do justice to New Jersey, as well as to the 
rest of the Union, they would not decide upon this 
matter with such inconsiderate haste as to over- 
look the important testimony before them. 

Mr. CHAPMAN rose to make a privileged 
motion. He desired to move to reconsider the 
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vote by which the resolution for the adoption of | 


rales of order was laid on the table this morning. 

The CHAIR said the motion could not be made 
unless a motion was made to postpone th ques- 
tion before the House. 

Mr. RHETT inquired of the Cuata whether he 
considered the House bound by any genera! par- 
lamentary principles, it having refused to adopt 
the rules of the last House of Representatives this 
morning. 

The SPEAKER said his impression was, that 
the House was bound by general parliamentary 
principles. 

Mr. RHETT then said, that if the genera! par- 
liamen‘ary law was obligatory on the House, this 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia, in re- 
gard to the New Jersey members, was clearly out 
of order; for according to all patliamentary law, 
you cannot introduce a propovition whch has been 
once rejected. ‘The rule laid down in Jefferson’s 
Manual was, when a proposition is once re- 
jected, no question of a similar character can be 
brought beiore the House. Now this question, 
with regard to the right of the New Jersey mem- 
bers totake their seats, had been decided by the 
House, not only once, but more than once, for he 
maintained that this body wasas much a House 
when it decided this question, as it was at the pre- 
sent time, or as it ever could be. 
tution of the United States, as well as by the par- 
liamentary rule, the Llouse was as much a House 
before the election of a Speaker as after it, and he 
presumed no gentleman,would contend that the 
election of a Speaker would make a Houre. He 
referred to a case in the British Parliament, where 
it vas fourteen days without a Speaker, yet no one 
pretended that it was incompetent to pass upon 
questions which might be presented to it during that 
ume. Ifgentlemen would refer to the proceedings 
of the Pariiament of Great Britain, they would see 
where that body had decided questions again and 
again withou!t a Speaker. A Speaker might be ne- 
cessary in conducting the business of the House, 
bot the want of a Speaker took nothing fron the 
power of the House. Suir, what have we done al- 
readp? Did not the Houses, at the instance of a 
geatleman from Virginia, adopt rules for the go- 
vernment of its proceedings? Well, were we a 
House then, or were we nov?) Did we not perform 
other daties? And were we a House, or were we not, 
when we performed those duties? W5l! men pre- 
tend to say that we had not the power to perform 
these duties until you were piaced in that chair? 
The Constitation of the United Sta‘es says that each 
House shali keep a journal of its proceedings. 
Well, sir, is the journal of the last two weeks, 
which is lying upon your table, the jeurnal of the 
House of Representatives, or is it noi? Unques- 
Uonably, gentlemen will not deny thatit is the journal 
of the House. Again the Constitution says that 
the House shall judge of the qualifications, elec 
tion, and returns of its members. Well, has not 
the House decided on the qualifications and returns 
of the New Jersey member:? for unquestionably it 
was a House when it made thisdecision. The 
Constitation further says that the House shall elect 
a Speaker. Were wea House when you were 
elected, or were we not. He _ contended 
that the House had the right to decide on 
the qualification and returns of its members before 
the election of a Speaker; and further, that the 
House did right in dee'‘ding upon the New Jersey 
case before a Speaker was called to the chaur. 
The House had decided the question, and it had 
decided against the right of the New Jersey mem- 
bers taking their seats, and although he had no in- 
strumentality in making that decision, he held that 
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the House, having once made such a decision, it 
was not competent for it to open up the question 
again, and he would sustain that course of pro- 
ceeding which would put an end to the question at 
the earliest possible period. It seemed to him that 
it was due to the country that we should proceed 
now with the public business, which had already 
been too long delayed. There was business of 
greater importance to be performed than discussing 
this question day after day. The President of the 
United States was waiting to send in his Message; 
gentlemen of all parties were looking for it; and 
the whole people of the country are desirous that 
we should proceed at once to the discharge of the 
duties which devolve upon us, their Representatives, 

Mr. BRIGGS referred to the resolution which 
had been submitted by Mr. Ruerr in the first in- 
stance, and to the discussion which was had npcn 
it. While it was under debate, the gentleman from 
Sovth Carolina had been asked, whether he in- 
tended by it to preclude all examination of the 
New Jersey case, after the election of a Speaker; 
and the gentleman had then said it was not his in- 
tention to preclude examination of the question, 
after the organization, yet he now says that the 
question has been finally and absolutely settled. 

Mr. RHETT rose to explain. What he said 
now was, that you could not introduce the same 
proposition now which had been decided before, 
because the resolution now before the House was 
identically the same proposition which had been 
dee'ded before, 

Mr. BRIGGS contended that the House had the 
right to decide upon the question as it was how 
brought vp, and that the former decision of the 
body, in 1s unorganized siate, would not conflict 
with this resolution. He replied to the argument 
of Mr. Dromooo er, and asserted that there was not 
to be found, within the last fifty years, a single 
case, either in the Congress of the United States or 
in the State Legisla'ures, where a member, regu- 
larly returned according to law, had been refused 
his seat in the first instance. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania rose and stated, 
that at the last session of the Pennsylvania Legi:- 
lature, two gentlemen from the eighth Senatorial 
district of Pennsylvania, had presented their cre- 
dentials to the Senate of that State, made out in 
pursuance of the laws of the State, yet they were 
not permitted to take their seats, and their oppo- 
nents, who had no credentials at all, had the seats 
given to them. , 

Mr. RIVES of Va. also referred to cases in the 
Virginia Legislature, where the persons holding the 
ceitificates were net permit ed tu take their seats. 

Mr. BRIGGS resumed his remarks, re ‘erring to 
the book of contested elections, and declaricg that 
there was no precedent in the sixty-six cases there 
laid down, where a member having the legal certi- 
ficate was prevented from taking his seat. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE admitted that members 
were permitied to tave theie seats upon the evi- 
dence they protuce, if no question is ra‘sed as to 
their right to their seats; but he maintained that 
where the question of right was raised, the House 
must decide it before qualification. In support of 
this ro-iuon, he referred to the cases of Edwards, 
Richards, and Moore and Letcher. 

Mr. PARNAPD obtained the floor, and moved 
an a fjournment. 

The Heuse then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, December 18, 1839. 

A message was received from the President of 
the Unite! States. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following reso'ution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to inform the Senate— 

1. Whetherduties have ’eea exacted of any vessels 
of the United States employed in the whale fishery, 
for tonnage, or the produce of such fishe ies, and 
if so, uader what authority. 

2. What papers were furnished to such ressels 
before they cleared, and were they such as have at 
all times been granted to vessels thus employed. 

3. What amount of duties and charges have 
been paid, what amount bonded, and are the bonds 
now in foree, and unpaid. 
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4. Are duties now exacted of all such ened 
they arrive, and what amount of fees, if any ve 
accrued to officers of the customs from this " 
and at what placer. Ut, 

Mr. LINN submitted the following reso}, 

Resolved, That itis the opinion of the ote 
that the tule of the United States to the Ter, 
of Oregon is indisputable, and never wil! be aha 
doned. 

Resolved, That the President of the United, 
be requested to give notice to the British Goy, 
ment that the conventions of 1818, and 1927, yj, 
give the right to use and occupy the Oregon Te 
ritory, its bays, rivers, harbors, &c. to both by. 
ties indiscriminately, shall cease in twelve moti 
after such notification. 

Reso!ved, That it is both expedient and proper y 
extend such portions of the laws of the Unie 
States over the Territory of Oregon, as may bey, 
cessary to secure the lives, liberty, and propery 
of our citizens who may reside in said Territory 

Resolved, That it is expedient to raise an gy, 
tional regiment of infantry, (rifles,) for the ng, 
pose of overawing and keeping in check yarioy 
Indian tribes, or any foreign forces, who way be 
in said Territory, or on its borders; aud a ty 
same time to give ample protection to our citigy 
engaged ia legitimate occupations. 

Resolved, That six hundred aud forty acres y 
land should be granted to every white male inbah, 
tant of said Territory of the age of eighteen year 
who shall cultivate and use the same five conse 
tive years, and to his heirs at law ia the event ¢ 
his death. 

Mr. PRENTISS gave notice that, at as early, 
day as it would be in order to do so, he would agi 
leave to jntroduce a bill to provide for the appoiu: 
ment of a board of commissioners to hear aud 4 
termine claims against the United Siates. 

Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that, as soon asi 
would be in order to do so, he would ask leavew 

introduce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and Ate 
Gay. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel White. 

A bill for the relief of John Burke. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjcurned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, December 18, 1839. 

Mr. JOHNSON ot Tennessee submiited the le 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate! 
inform that body that a quorum of this Hous 
assembled, that R. M. T. Hunter, ose ot the Re 
presentatives from the State of Virginia, bes be 
elected Speaker thereof; and that it is now read) 
proceed to business, and that the acting Clerké 
go with said message. 

Mr. WISE and Mr. WILLIAMS ef North 
rolina objected to its reception, because the gent 
man from New York was entitled to the flor 
another subject. 

Mr. JOR NSON said his only odject was that 
House might be enabled to proceed to buries 
the eariiest possible period. 

The objections were not withdrawn, and ! 
CHAIR decided that the geatleman from New Yo 
was entitied to the floor on the resolution 0 4 
gentleman frem Virginia. rea 

The question pending was the resolution svos 
ted yesterday by Mr. Wise, that Messrs A 
criaa, Hatsrep, Maxwe.t, © tzarron, and Yor 
are not entitied to be sworn as members 0! | 
Hovwse. 

Mr. BARNARD, who was entitled to the fn 
addressed the House at great length on the s°) 
of the resclution. The simple ques’ ° 
whether the members from New Jersey, wh® 
here in their seats, should be swora, and tt 
thus lie understood the proposition as @ %@) 
question; and simple as it was, it involved m 
and serious and imporiant c. nsiderations, « 
ing not merely the triamph of par y, but a 
the integrity of the Censtitation i'sel!, and the lf 
and in ils consequences the very Guvernmet! 
der which we live. When, a few days %6° 
had the honor to make some remarks on the 4 
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Vesse seuted, growing out of 
eseuted, & 
any, _ e consideration of the gentlemen around 
his pec 9 what was then ypro- 
1S Sun vwo distinet grounds as to wha | 


ethem. The first was, that, in the con- 


for ; 
SOlutions, ly a the House as then constituted, no ques- 
~ Seong ? hatever was presented for its consideration 
Terri oe elections of the members from New Jer- 
I be ity. ‘ The returns were perfect as returns; they 


‘e not impeached; they were unqiesioned by 
member apon this floor, The other was that 
<h Gover, vcard w matter of rigat. The question of elec- 
827, Whicy ae to which were ultimately entile], could 
regon Te, a up then, because they had no right er 
both py, ver to decide upon il; It belonged to the Com- 
Ve Moni...» of Elections, alter they were qualified as 
sbers, and the House constitutionally and pro- 
; Prner ly organized. ¥ 
12 United he only point which the House could now un 
Tay bee ke to decide, was upon the returns of these 
d Propeny bers as retarns, and as tothe matter of ulti 
PIT Ory iS rights, and as to the election in New Jersey, that 
ean atti a matter to be decided by evidence, and that 
OF the pos 4 only be done by the House, when organized 
ck Varou decide as a judicial body. The woru return 
rho way be sa word of legal and pariamentary import; 
aud at ti he contended when a reiurn was made in the 
OF CUCM 4) ant cons'ituiional manner, the person having 
retwra was entitird to his seat, and could not 
1Yaecres o pperly be prevented from taking it. The retvra 
ale inbahie . , member’s title to office, and he was as much 
teen yearned to his seat under it, as any person was 
© conseer Hiitled to office ander his commission. 
© even! OMMr, B. went into an exeminauonof the law of 
rliament, and the prasitce under it in Great 
tas early iain, and in this country, to show that these 
WOuld ai bers were legally entitled to their seats, and 
he appoiu sended that this Honse could not prevent them 
var aud 4 pm taking their seats, until it decited that their 
- nonenis was entitled to seats. If the one set 
S S00 8 MMP members were rejected, most certainly the other 
sk leavew must be admitted, becanse the State of New Jer- 
y could not be de prived ot her representation. He 
sted that the House would not now set the pre- 
dent of excluding members who had the re- 
lar returns; for if this precsdent was once set, it 
izht lead to consequences the most fearful. If 
House once decided that a member having the 
pal return might be deprived of his seat, because 
re were others claiming, a reckless party might 
any time deprive a large majority of the mem- 
sof the House from takiog their seats, by get- 
gpersous to come on here, ard contest their 
phis to seats; and he asked what would be the 
le o! affairs, if both parties should resort to this 
nd cf proceeding at the same time. There could 
beadoubtas to the right of the members hav- 
a, tae pie reguiar retnrn to take their seats, and no 
rec reali wer had the right to deprive them of this. 
ig Clerk GMB ir, RAYNER followed Mr. B. and after a brief 
- onliam, entered into ahistory of the question in- 
f North ¢ lved, from the commencement of the session 
> the get tne present time, attributing all the diflicul- 
the floor Oe. which were in the way of cn organization of 
House, to party excitement, and party disci- 
ine. He contended that the gentlemen who came 
te claiming seats as members from New Jersey, 
opposition to those who were regularly, as he 
n‘ended, commissioned by the Governor of New 
tsey, had no more right here than had the fith- 
men of Paris, who intruded themselves into the 
‘onal Assembly in the time of the French Re- 
lulicn, He contended that the party with which 
acled were the only supporters of the Constitu- 
mand laws, as far as this question was concern- 
» and that they had been striving from the first to 
hanize the House, and proceed to the despatch 
the public business, while a!l the delay and dis- 
& that had been w tnessed, were the conse- 
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business, 
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ution of t 


tion suba 
Messrs. A 
,and Yor! 
bers ol | 


to the fied 
n the suo 


id Aces of the opposition of the other party to 
ot it admission of the members who were re- 
Ss a siti ly commissioned by the Governor of New 
sived ma In arguing on the rights of these 
tions, af New Jersey gentlemen to take their seats, he 


ulended that the House had by no means the 
‘to go behind their returns; and that these, 
ernment ae -"2''ng from the authorities of a sovereign State, 
ays 0g, conclusive and binding on the House, and 
oe the ae’ NOt be controverted. Mr. R. paid a high 

mpliment to the common law of England, which 


but affect 
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he considered the sacrea fountain from which all 
our free institutions flowed; and, arguing that the 
principles of the common law sanctioned ihe 
claims of those gentlemen, he contended tbat, in 
the absence of any usage in this country to the 
contrary, these geniiemen ought to be permitted to 
take their sea's without further question. Mr. R. 
entered into a lorg argument to show the necessity 
of adhering to the forms and technicalities of law, 
and replied at length to these gentiemen who at- 
tempted to cast ridicule on those technica! forms 
which he desmed so essential. Such a’guments, 
he thought, might be very useful when 1 was in- 
tended to deiude the ignorant and honest people at 
the hustings, but were unworthy of this enlight- 
ened body, to which they had been addressed. The 
contusion and inconvenience of refusing to allow 
those members to take theirseats who came here 
with the regular commissions of the Governor of 
their State, had been forcibly depicted in the be- 
ginning by the gentleman fiom Pennsylnania, [Mr. 
SeRGEaNT,] anc he considered the ccurse takea by 
the majority of this House, io be an attempt to 
es'ablish a precedeat, which, if followed up, would, 
in afer times, place a majority of ths House in 
the power of a lean minority. Suppose, hereatier, 
he said, that parties should be so cqually ba'anced 
in this louse, that it required bat asma!! addiion 
to one side to overpower the other. In that case, 
one of the parties, following up the precedent now 
ave npled to be established, might contest seats 
ebough to give them the majority. There were 
men, however, in this cow try, who would never 
submit to such 2 daring usurpation of their righis, 
but would exyend their li'e’s blood in maintaining 
them. Establish this’ precedent, Mr. R. said, 
and the ume will come when a member 
coming to take his seat hee, must march 
up to the table with his credentials in one 
hand, and his d:gger in the other. He spoke 
not this ia a spirit of bravado, but was merely 
Supposing the necessity to whicha man might be 
driven, who knows his rights and dares main‘ain 
them. Gentlemen said that the fraad involved in 
these returns was so manifest, that it was abso- 
lutely necessary tv go behind them. But, he said, 
if there was fraud you cannot remedy i', for yoa 
are nota tribunal competent tu try it. The jury 
was not empannelled; the evidence was not beiore 
it, and the case was not ready for trial. Mr. R. 
further contended that if there was a fraud prac- 
lised on the people of New Jeisey, ic was a fiaud 
which the House was not new empowered to tiy. 
But he would ask gentlemen how they arrived at 
the conciusion that there was a fraud prectised? 
Did they arrive at that conclusion from ihe evi- 
dence of scunnilous newspapers? Fle thought that 
those gentlemen who had thus prejudged the case 
should be estopped from hereafter sttuing on the trial 
of it; and that justice, as well as delicacy, should 
prevent them from trying a cause which they had 
already decided. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL chserved that the deb te, 
f.r the last day or twe, had been so much on ene 
side, that n> opportunity had been allowed of say- 
ing any thing en the other side. If he hougot 
that its protr:ction would make a sizgle convert, 
he wou'd be willing to sit here for a week; but 
eve y gentieman hat made up his mind on one si‘e 
or the other, ard he did net be ieve that any ore 
wou'd change his opini ns, were they to sit here 
til doomsday. He would, therefere, move to lay 
the whol? subject on the tab'e. 

Mr. WISE inquired whether the motion was in 
order. 

The SPEAKER said that it was. 

Mr. SHEPARD of North Carolina asked the 
g’ktemaa from New York to withdraw his motion, 


in ord r to allow him an opportunity of making a 


bri f exp'anation. 

Mr.GRAVES and Mr. WISE protested against 
the right of a gentleman who had the floor to 
make any such contrae's. If the gentleman from 


New York yi-lded the floor to anotser member, he 
shou'd have no right to c!aim it again when that 


member was done with his remarks 


Mr. VANDERPOEL inquired of the Cnara if 
it had not been the general u-age ani rule of the 
House fcr a member who bad the floor to yield it 
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(0 another who had asked leave to make an expla- 
mation, and to take it again when that explanation 
had been made? 

The Si AKER answered that such had been 
the pract ce of the Hicuse; but he did not under- 
Stand thal the e was any parliamentary law on the 
Subject. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said that where an 
objection was made to a member retaining the 
floor, alter having yielded it tor the purpose of an 
explanation, it had been decided against him, and 
cited a decision cf Mr. Speaker Pcl on that point. 

Mr. VANDERFOEL then said that he did not 
yield the floor, 

Mr. WISE here rose to a point of order, and 
Mr. Vanpespors, sat down. The law of 1789, 
he said, required that, before proceeding to busi- 
ne-s, all the membcrs of the House must be sworn. 
The Cuarr had said that he wou'd submit the ques- 
tion to the House for us decision, whether the 
members claiming to take seats as members from 
New Jei-ey should be permitied to qualify; and 
he hed offered a resolut.on, in the negative form, 
that they should not be permitted to qualify. 
Now, he would ask of the Cnain what would be 
the question if ths resolunon of his should be laid 
on the table?) Would the qoestion again arise, 
Sha!l thes~ gentlemen be sworn? 

The SPEAKER replied that the resolution now 
be fure the House being cia nega‘ive character, the 
quesiion would raturally arse, ‘‘sha!l these gen- 
tlemen be sworn?” if that resolution should be laid 
on the talle. 

Mr. McIKAY referred to a case decided by Mr. 
Speaker Barbcur, in which the question was raised 
wheihei a cectaia genticman was entiiled to his 
seat, and that question having been laid on the ta- 
ble, the dee'sion was, that the iejection of a resc- 
luthn in a negative form was equivalent to a 
decision in the affirmative. An appeai was taken, 
and the House reversed the decision. 

Mr. ADAMS asked if a motion to lay on the ta- 
b'e wasdebatabie. There were no rules now bind- 
ing on the House, and he did not understand that 
the parliamentary law prehibited debate on such 
motions. 


Tne SPEAKER gave it as his opinion that the 


motion was no’ deba'‘able. 

Mr. BELL was of the same opinion with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts By the common 
parliamentary law, motions t> lay on the table 


were as much debatalle as ary other motion; and 
the rule that prohibited debate on them way an ar- 


bitrary one, Which did vot now prevail. He hoped 
the Craik wou'd review his decision, as several 


gentlemen wished to speak on the question, who 


bad not hitherto participated in the debate. 
} 


Mr. WISE asked if he had the right to withdraw 


g 
his resolution at any time? 
Tre SPEAKER replying in the affirmative, 


Mr. WISE said he would give notice to gentle- 
men that if this motion was persisted in, he weuld 
withdraw his resolution and renew itin some other 
form. Gentlemen would perceive, therefore, that 
they could not get rid of this qaes ion, for he could 
present it in some new form as often as he pleased. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL a ked if Le understood the 
Cuair correetly, ia sayirg that the rejection of this 
resolution in a regative form, would be tegsried 
by the Cnairas a mandate to swear there gentle- 


men. 


The SPEAKER made a few remarks in reply, 
which were very imperlectly heard by the Reporter; 


but he was understood t» say that he would regard 
the rejection of the resolution as equivalent to an 
afirmaiive Cecision, that these gentiemen should be 


sworn, 


Mr. VANDERPOEL ‘hen said, that afer such 
an intimation by the Caair, he would withdraw his 


motion. 


Mr. WISE, who had the floor, said that he did 
not wish to proceed this evening with his remarks, 
and he weuld therefc re, with the permission of the 
House, yieid the floor to the gentleman from North 
Carrolina, [Mr. Sueparp,] to enab'e him to make 
an explanation, with the unders‘anding ihat he had 


the right to it the first thing in tae morning. 


Mr. SHEPARD of North Car.lina observed, 
that this debate had been extended for two weeks, 
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and thouzh he did not believe that he could throw 
any light on a subject on which the best ta'eat- had 
beea employed in the course of the debate, yet as 
the course which he had th: ught it his duty to take 
had been scinewhat differeat f om that expected by 
most gentlemen, he deemed it but jns‘ice to himself 
to make abrief etplanation of .t. When we assem- 
b'ed here, said Mr, 8. some weeks ago, ceriaia gen- 
t!-men from the Sia'e of New Jersey appeared with 
certificates that they hai been elected as Repre- 
seutatives from that Sta’e, similar to the one which 
I possess; and on re‘erring to the laws of New 
Jersey, I found that the Governor of that State was 
authorized to receive from the ju ‘ges of the elec- 
tions the returns of all the votes given, to 
count them up, and to give commissions te those 
persons who received a majority of the votes. Sir, 
said Mr. 8. these gentlemen who claim to bead- 
mitted to their seats here, have the certificates of 
the Governor, stating that they were duly elected; 
and it seemed to him they were entitled to take 
their se t», and to participate in the organization 
of tie House by the election of a Speaker. It 
seemed to him, then, said Mr. S. that he had no 
more right to refuze to associate with them as mem- 
bers of this House, and to impeach the validity 
of their credentia's, than they had to refuse to 
associate wih him, and to mprach the validity 
of his. The Governor of New Jersey is the 
office r charzed with making of the returns of elec- 
tion, and though not appointed by the Federal Go- 
vernment, his s'at ments of the returns are as 
binding as if he acted uader our authority. The 
¢ mmi:sions which he gave were in conformity 
with the us:ge which had always prevailed in this 
country, and ia the country from which our in- 
stitutions were derived; and in both countries the 
act of the retarning officer was always cons'dered 
valid and binding antil proved by good and saffi- 
cient tesimony to be wreng or fraudu'ent. 
This was the view which he took at the first, 
and which he teok now. He would not go 
into’an argument to show the truth of this position, 
for it had been already so ably argued that he had too 
much respect for the House to consume their time 
wiih repeating argaments that had been so often used. 
But some gentlemen contended that fraud had been 
committed in giving these returns. Admit that this 
were the fact; yet it scemed to him that they had no 
right, according to parliamentary law and usage, to 
inquire into itatthat tine The gentlemen whose 
seats were contested had as much right, as he be- 
lieved, to inquire whether fraud had been commii- 
ied with regard to his credentials, as he had to 
inquire with regard to theirs. Tnadeed fraud might 
be committed on all hands. The certificates of the 
Secreiary of State of the State of New Jersey, con- 
testing the verity of these returns, might themselves 
be the result of fraud; and, therefore, in the preli- 
minary stage of their proceedings, he though! they 
could not go into an examination of them. These 
reasons, and many others, which he would not 
trouble the Honse with reciting, induced him to 
give his votes in favor of the mght of these 
g nt'emen to take their seats. He thought they 
were entited t» have their names on the :0!}, 
and he therefore vo'ed for the fir-t propo-it on of 
the geatle nan from Virgisia, [Mr. Wise ] which 
was lost. Another reso'ution was offe ed by the 
same geatlenan, aflirmiug thot they we e entitled 
t» take their se its, and leaviag the question cf ulti- 
mate right to be cecided by the Howe, aftr 
jt was organized. For this resolution he also 
veted. On Saturday last, the geoteman from 
Vreria iatrocuced his third res uti n on the 
sabje t}; and on tae moton ti lay it on the table, 
he vot. d in the effiimaive; and he hid aow riven 
more for the purpose «f explaining his vote 
on that ceeasion, than to enter into an arzu- 
ment on the present question, When the motion 


‘to which he had referred was made, it seemed 


to him that thry had already con:u net too much 
time on the various questions connec'ed with the 
subject, and thet no good cou'd result from keep- 
ing it any longer before the House. He thought it 
was time to lay aside this vexed question, and pre- 
ceed at once to the organ zition of the House, and 
to the despatch of the public business, There was, 
iherefore, no inconsistency in the two votes he had 
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thus given. He voted according to the dictates of his 
best judgment, and subsequent reflection had ccn- 
vinced him that he had acted correc'ly. It seemed 
to him that the question had been settled by the 
preliminary meeting, that these gentlemen should 
not take their seats, and participate in the organiza- 
tion of the House, and that it would therefore be 
better to leave the controversy to be decided in 
the ordinary way by the House, upon its merits, 
afier te acivnof the Committee of Eirctions, 
He must take this occasion to say that he had 
voted for the two resolutions of the gentleman from 
Virginia, with the greatest reluctance. In whathe 
was about to say, he begged to be understood as 
not wishing or intending to impeach the mo:ives of 
the gentlemen from New Jersey, who came here 
with the Governor’s certificates; nor did he wish to 
impeach the evnduct of the Governor himself. But 
he must say, that when he heard the evidence read 
at the Clerk’s table, impeaching the val.dity of these 
returns, in which it was conclusively shown that 
the gentlemen who contested the seats had received 
a majority of the votes given at the elections— 
when he heard the evidence read that the 
clerks of two counties, Millville and South Am- 
boy, had suppressed the vote given at these coun 

ties, and when he heard the evidence that the Go- 
vernor himself admitted both these important 
facts, and, regretting that the technicalities of law 
prevented him trom giving the returns to those 
who had received a majority of the votes, consoled 
himself with the belief that the House would do 
justice to all parties—when he had seen a proposal 
made last summer in the public papers, by the gen- 
ileman commissioned by the Governor, to throw 
up their commissions, and go again into a new 
election, thus admitting a doubt of their own rights, 
he could not avoid entertaining the suspicion that 
gross fraud had been practised. It seemed to him, 
Mr. S. said, that throughout the whole contest here, 
one party hed made use of the forms and techni- 
calities of law tu cover up a mean and despicable 
fraud, while the other party had attempted to break 
down all the forms of law, in order to attain ab- 
siract justice; and being a law-loving and law-abid- 
ing man, he had voted to preserve the laws, 
though injustice might be the consequence. 
These things, Mr. S. said, were not uncem- 
mon in private life. A man often held possession 
of a tract of land to which he was not justly enti- 
tled, and which the law would take from him 
upon a legal investigation and trial ef his ttle; but 
the forms of law must be preserved, and the tenant 
in possession must retain the land until ihe courts de- 
ede that another has a bettertit'etoit. He would 
pass over other matters, (Mr. S. said,) and come 
down to the preceedirgs of ye-t-rday; and he con- 
fessed he never was more surprised in his life 
than he was when, shortly after the Speaker had 
taken the chair, and after his administering the o«t) 
to the members of the House, he saw ihese five 
New Jersey gentlemen walk up to the table 
and ask to be sworn. He dil not, as he said 
before, mean to impeach their motive:; they 
had aright to take their own course; but he 
thought that motives of delicacy, as well as 
of expediency, should have induced them to wait 
for the regular action of the House. Now, did not 
every mat see that the contest has, all along, been 
for the purpose of electing a Speaker, aud that 
these gentlemen and their friends were contending 
for their right to participa‘e in that election? But 
(sail Mr. 8.) the right has been violated by deci- 
sions of the House again and again, and it is too 
late to rectly it The House has been organized, 
and the Speaker has been elected, without the par- 
ticipation of these gentlemen, and they can, ther. - 
fore, have no good reason for insisting on taking 
their seats without an investigation into their 
right to hold them. You, sir, [addressing the 
Sreaker}] have been elected as an impartial 
man; you and I voted to give these ge.tle- 
men their seats in the first in-tance, and you 
wi'l doubtless dea} justly and impartially in your 
appointment of a Commitiee of Elections. Then 
why not let this question of right be referred to 
that committee to be investigated on its merits, in 
order that the House, with a fall knowledge of al! 
the evidence connected with it, may decide on jt 














camly, justly, and impartially. No injury o a 
vanience would result to these gettiemen 
party by the delay. No great question wou is 
bably come before the House, in which their st 
might be necessary before the decision of the H... 
on their case. He, fer one, would agree thats - 
great questions which were expecte| es 
befure them, should be postponed un'i 
decision was made: yes, sir, said M; 8 
geat financial quesiion, on which | shal ; 
with the Executive, and the fate of al 
will probably depend on the decision of thes . 
tested election cases, may be laid over yyy). 
House shail decide who shail take their go. 
Kepresentatives from the Siate of New Jo, 
He had merely risen, Mr. S. said, to exp on ’ 
conrse he had taken. If any harin has bees, 
by preventing these gentlemen fiom pariic nat . 
in the election of a Speaker, it is t00 fate pow, 
apply the remedy. The act has been cone. . 
done forever, and let the country and Doster 
judge of its correctness. A great deal hai i. 
said about the States Rights doctrines that wes 
involved in this question. Sir, said Mr § y, 
question h.s as much to do with Sates po 
as it has with the Egyptian hierog Phi 
No man wishes to disfranchise the sia; 
of New Jersey. The only question js, gyi 
Shall take their seats as members fro tha 
State? There was no intention of depriviig »» 
one of his rights;"on the contrary, the sendige ) 
matter to a commitieece, and bringing it to aq, 
rough investigation upon its merits, was the syne 
way of doing justice to all. The argument by 
been used in the preliminary stage of the py, 
ceedings, that the House, in an imperfect sup 
and wi hout a Speaker, cou!d notenter into an ey. 
amination ef the evidence connected with the sy 
ject, nor try iton iusmerits. That difficuliy wa 
now removed. The House was now oreanized 
a Speaker was elected, and the meinbeis wer 
sworn. He hoped, therefore, there being no \o- 
ger any obstacle in the way, that the House woul 
take this course. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina here tock 
the floor, and replied at length to Mr. Dpoy 
GOOLE, Citing various precedents to show that ii 
gentlemen who presented themselves with the cen 
lificates of the Governor of New Jersey, were ep 
titied to take their seats withcut further queswor 
and that the House had no right to go bebin! they 
re.urns, or, at this s'age of its proceedings, \0 ¢ 
into an examination of the testimony coniess 
their validity. 

Mr. WISE obtained the floor and move ana! 
journment. 

Mr. SHEPARD asked that the gentleman wou! 
withdraw the motion, so that he might bave 2 
opportunity of saying a few words in reply to i 
gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. WISE could not withdraw the motion 0 
less it was understood that he should have the flo 
afterwards. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the House would peri 
the gentleman from North Carolina to make a 
explanation. 

Mr. WISE then withdrew the motion to at 
journ. 

Mr. SHEPARD then said that he had been 
homble member of the House of Representat’ 
for the last twe years, and in his course on (0a 
floor he had endeavored to be actuated by whal) 
believer! to be his duty to himself and the peop 
he represented. He knew that, on various 0c 
stons, he had taken a course unpalatable lo s° 
gentlemen, and they had shown their dixappronal 
of that course by various circumstances and meat 
He world, however, now say to them, that he * 
not responsible to them, or to any body else, ¢4 
ceptthe people who s nt bin there, and | 
country at large; and he hoped that, in thed 
charge of his duty in that Honse, he was as’ 
from tear 2% any other member on the flor. i 
woul! neither yield to flattery on the one side, & 
to buliying on the other. When he rose 4 ' 
moments ago, he did not rise to make an apoleg 
for his vote—he owed no apology to any be’ 
but he rose to put himself right before his c 
sti‘uents and the country at large, because he kn 
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which were spread 


the party organs, 


_ OT ly mat 
€D ory the cvunlry, 
oe a ~r a public man to odium. The people 
their not understand the rules of order in this House; 
‘the H nd when gentlemen act differently from the views 
that’ [ellie partisans, it is easy for them tobe misrepresented. 
to nd notwithstanding the remarks of the gentleman 
Until yn Seuth Carolina, he felt satisfied with the pro- 
Ir. 8. riety of his course, and he believed that every 
shal :[imerson, untrammelied by party prejudice, would 
Of Whialimiastify his conduct. He weud now brieiy 
these og MlMmigie. what he had said. He had said 


Until at when we first met in this House, he 
T seas sMlilmbelieved that these members from New Jersey 
© Joie fli ho had the Governor’s certificates were entitled to 
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gentleman to pu!sue the course which he pursue:? 


how can he justify himself to ‘his constitu- 
ents?) How is it that he is struggling to get 
that party ia power which would adopt all those 
Federal measures which he himself pretends to be 
absolutely opposed tu? 

In pprsuing the course which I desire to pursue, 
Ido notsee that any harm can be done to any 
party, for I will be willing to postpone all the great 
questions which this House has to act upon, until 
the matter of this New Jersey election is finally de- 
cided upon, which can be done in a short time, as 
the House can proceed to it at once, and act upon 
tt in a legal and constitutional manner. 

Mr. THOMP:ON said a few words in reply to 





creasing the number of copies of the laws of Con- 
gress printed for the several States and Territories 
nader the actof 20th April, 1818 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, and afierwards 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuerspay, December 19, 1839. 

The CHAIR stated the question to be on Mr. 
C. Jouxson’s motion to refer the resolution of Mr. 
Wise, together with the credentials of the New 
Jersey members to the Committee of Elections, 
when appointed. 

Mr. WISE rose, and stated that the gentleman 


‘xplain yMiiimake their seats and participate in the election of a 
Been dy peaker; but he stated further, that he had strong 

hat those men had come here through 
le how» fraud. The gentleman from South Carolina 
Cone, yMfiiims-lf had strong suspicion that they came 
| povterlitifmere through a fraud, if he had not misu: der- 


from Tennessee had agreed to withdraw the motion, 
to al'ow him to address the House on his resolu- 
tion, on condition thathe would renew it again, 
which he would do with great pleasure. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON then rose to make 
a point. He considered the resolution of the gen- 






































































Mr. Sneparp, when 

Mr. FURNEY obtained the floor, and moved to 
refer this resolution, together wiih the credentials, 
and all other evidence in regard to the New Jersey 
elections, to the Committee of Elections, and on 


¥ 
TLCipat y uspicion t 


were always disposed 1 am inconsistent, he is still more so; and 
| 
| 


had (eofiitood him on another occasion. He thought in the that motion moved the previous question. - tlen.an from Virginia [Mr. Wise] as inadmissible 
tha! wellimmirst place that they had the right to participate in On motion of Mr. WISE, in this House, and that, by the Constitation and 
Mr. §. iiithe election ofa Speaker. They however were The House then adjourned. laws of the United States, the Speaker was bound 
‘es Riwlilmmeprived of that right by the House, and they did to swear in the members {rom New Jersey having 
Toglyp ot vote fora Speaker. Then, so far as the prin- IN SENATE, the Governor’s certificates. This was the point of 
the Si im ipie was concerned, it was violated by prohibiting Tuurspay, December 19, 1839. order which he was about to make, and he made 
dis, wh em from voting in the election of a Speaker; Mr. PRE:TON appeared in his seat this morn- || it with a view of bringing this matier to a speedy 
from ie Mand if they had at any time a right to participate || ing. and conclusive issue. He maintained that the 


riving ey fiemn the organization of the House, that right had Mr. NORVELL gave notice that, at the appro- || Speaker had no discretionary power in this matter, 


ending imbeen trampled upon, and it was gone forever. priate time, he would ask leave of the Senate to || but that he was bound to administer the oath to 
to athlmmphen, afier all ths was done, was it not || introduce the following bills: these gentlemen at once. 

the sureeliiMihe proper course, as @ Speaker had been A bill supplementary to “An act to provide The CHAIR said the gentleman could not pro- 
iment hallielected who would immediately appoint commit- || for the adjustment of titles to land in the town of || ceed now, without the leave of the House on his 
Of the profii@ees, to let the whole matter be brought ap be- || Detroit, and Territory cf Michigan, and for other proposition. 

Tfect sae fiiMfore a committee, and be examined, and properly || purposes.” Mr. JOHNSON appealed to the courtesy of the 
nto an eailiidecided? Last week, the argument was, that we A biil for the relief of J. and W. Beeson, and Heuse to grant him leave, and declared he woul 





‘h the sufiiimust give faith and effect to the certificate, because || others. not occupy the time of the House more than five 
Hiculiy wed e House was not organized, because there was Mr. SMITH of Indiana gave notice that, as || minutes He was about proceeding, when 

rganized o Speaker, no committee to examine, and collate || soon as it would be in order to do so, he would ask Mr. TURNEY rose and objected to the gentle- 
nbers weelmmfacts. Now, sir, the case is d fierent. You have || leave to introduce the following bills: man’s proceeding, inasmuch as the Crain had «c- 
‘ing bo londi//been elected by the gentleman and his friends, be- A bill to authorize the New Albany and Mount || cided that it was out of order for him to proceed. 
Ouse woul/meance of your just-ce and impartiality. You can || Carmel Railroad Company to enter, on a credit, a The CHAIR said he had decided that the gen- 


mmediately appoint a committee, that will inves- || quantity of land, to aid the company in the con- || tieman was out of order, but as the gentleman bad 


there \oclfMMtigate the whole matter—that will bring to light the || struction of a railroad from New Albany to Mount appealed to the House, and no objection had been 
‘ir. DoovfiMdark parts of this transaction, and do equal and || Carmel, Illinvis. made at the time, he had permitted him to pro- 
OW that eff//full justige to all. Let the House take up the sub- A bill for the ielief of the legal representatives of || ceed. 

ith the cenfiiM@iect, and decide upon the whole question of || Col. Francis Vizo. Mr. TURNEY. The gentieman did not appeal 
', Were emrign!, now that these men have been deprived of Mr. ROANE gave notice that, as soon as it || from the decision of the Cuan to the Honse, 
r quesvonfilliMaking seats in the first instance. Was there |} would be proper to de so, he would ask leave to || therefore he cou'd not proceed without leave of ithe 
ehin | he@iiMany inconsistency in his wishing to pursue this ntroduce a bill giving the assent of Congress to House. 


lings, '¢ gilieourse? Would the gentleman from South Carolina 
esire to give men seats here who, upon examina- 
jn, in a few days, it might be found, were not en- 
titled to them? This was his position, and these 
ere his views, expressed with all due respect to 
he great legal talents of the gentleman from South 
arolina. 

Sir, said Mr. S. the gentleman from South 
arolina, in the conclusion of his remarks, 
motion ugmhal said that his relations with me were 
ive (ie {ooffM@mot such as would permit him to speak of me 

he would of his honorable colleague. Al- 
thouch, sir, 1 do not fear that gentleman’s lange, 
in any contest, 1 know that he is possessed of ta- 
ents far superior to mine Tne gentleman seemed 
40 know that he is much my superior in age, in 
dearning, and in eloquence, but why did he net 
think of this before he commenced his attack? 
Why did he not artack his friend from South 
Carolna, who had voted with me cn. ail 


an actef the General Assembly of the Siate of 
| Virginia incorporating the Falmouth and Alex.un- 
dria Railroad Company. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that, as soon as it would 
be in order to do so, he would ask leave to intro- 
duce the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Menard and others. 

A bill to authorize payment to be made to cer- 
tain Missouri volunteers, for services in the years 
1829 and 1830. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
direcied to communicate to the Senate such infor- 
mation as has been received at the Treasury De- 
partment from consuls and sceretaries of legation 
respecting the fiscal regulations in force in for ign 
countries, and not contained in his communication 
to the Senate of the date of January 21, 1839. 

Mr. LINN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then asked leave of the 
House to proceed. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays on 
this motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. JAMESON wished to know if it was com- 
petent, at this late stage of the proceedings, to raise 
a pointof order of this kind?) The Crain had, on 
yesterday morning, made this decision, and alter it 
had been debated for a whole day, the gentleman 
comes forward and raises a question of order this 
morning. Why did he not do so on yesterday 
morning, when the decision was made? And as the 
gentleman had not made it at that time, he con- 
tended it was not in order for him to make it now. 
If this course of proceeding was to be adopted, the 
House might be thrown into inextricable difficul- 
ties. Questions might be brought up and discussed 
for weeks, and just when the House was about 
coming to a decision, a question of order might 
be raised, which would open the whole question 
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by whal 0@@fthese questions? That would have been be requested to cause to be communicated to. the up anew. 

the peopq@@more consistent with the gentleman’s vaunted || Senate any information in the Department of Mr. W COST JOHNSON then read his pro 
rious ceagMiehivairy, which he is eternally talking about. || State, or any other Department, relative to the dis- position to the House, and stated that it was based 
le lo sor |Laughter.] But the gentleman further says, that || puted boundary between the State of Missouri and upon the Consti‘ution, and hoped it would always 
approdal i tad held that these men had a constitutional right || the Territory of Iowa, and which has not been |} be ia crder to defend the Constitution. 

and meam™y@@ participate in the organization of the House, || heretofore communicated to the House of Repre- Mr. ATHERION wished to know, as the 


that he ©MMad contends that because they on e had aconsti- |) sentatives; and also to communicate copies of any || Cuatar had decided the gentleman to be out of oF 





dy else, (@Mutional right, I act incorsistently in not sup- proclamations of the Gu vernor of Missouri and the der, whether, if the House granted him fermission 
e, and 'MMMPorung their admissicn to seats at the present mo- || Governor of the Territory of Iowa in relation to to go on, he would not be permitted to go on out of 
i, in the men’. In this matter, the gentleman himself is in || said disputed boundary, and the orders, if any, for || order. 
was aS ‘4 enviable position, The gentleman came into || calling out, or holding the militia in readiness to Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then withdrew his 
floor. Hl his House a Nuliifier, opposed to a National || act in relaticn to the same; and also any further point of order, and appealed from the decision of 
ne side, SHBYANK and a high tariff; still we find him always || information on the subject which it may be in the || the Cnate of yesterday. He was sorry bis propo- 
rose & ‘e@@ecting with that very par'y wh'ch goes fora Ne- wer of the Departments to give. sition should create any uneasiness in the minds of 
an apele@Monal Bank, for a high tariff, and for all those Mr. WILLIAMS offered the following reso- || any gentlemen He would assure gentlemea that 
any boig@measures which he has declared to be most odious |} ution: he had not made this question with a view of cre- 
fore his com him. If it is ineonsistent in me to pursue the Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


ating any delay, but with a view of bringing it toa 


use he kn speedy conclusion. 


use I have, iv it not doubly inconsistent in the || be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 





Mr. JAMESON wished to know of the Sprakean 
whether it was in order for a genticman now, after 
a question had been acted upon by the House, and 
debated for two diys, to take an appeal, un- 
der the general parliamentary law. He wished 
to know whether the gentleman ought not to have 
made that motion when the guestion was first 
brought before the House. He contended that it 
was not in order fur the gentleman to take an ap- 
peal at the present time. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then withdrew his ap- 
peal, but gave notice that he should iatreduce his 
proposition at the earliest possible pericd, 

Mr. WISE then obtained the floor, and was 
about proceeding with his remarks, when 

Mr. BEATTY raised a point of order, whether 
the gentleman from Virginia, under the thiry-fifth 
rule, which declares that no member shall speak 
more than twice unt)! all the other inemters who 
choose to do so have apoken, was entitied to 
speak? 

Mr. WISE denied that he had spoken at all on 
this question. 

Mr. BEATTY would appeal to gentlemen 
around him to say whether the gentleman from 
Virginia had not spoken twenty times on thi: 
subject since the second of December. 

The CHAIR said the tlirty-fifth ru'e was net 
adopted by the Ifouse, and would not apply to th 
present case. 

Mr. WISE then took the floor, and addressed 
the House at great length on the subject of hi 
resolution. 

He thought that they had been fighting under an 
equalontest, but within the past two days, two 
gentlemen, wi:o had professed to be in favor of the 
New Jersey centiemen with certificates tak 
seats, and who had previously voted upon that 
principle, had cesorted, and thought proper pow to 
take a different view of it. He did not, how. ver, 
wish to shoot them as deserters, though he derpty 
regretted the loss of their votes. Mr. W. said the 
Administration party had defeated them by the tie 
vote, and had tied up the Constitution and Jas 
But he regretted exceedingly to have to complain 
of the friends of the New Jersey Representatives 
who held the certificates. Well might the gen |» 
from North Carolina (Mr. Rayner] on yesterdays 
exclaim, spe; king of the friends of State Rights 





same 


ng their 


“¥) 


doctrine : **Save me from my friends” Th ne 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Rasir] ah 

professed to be with us, made an appeal to the 
House to proesed with the busine He asked 


that gentleman what was the busines: of the Honse; 
what was the first thing proper for them to do? 
The first shing was to organize, and to acknaow 
ledge all rightful representation, and then adopt i! 
here. He must say ,that for the delay of its organiza- 
tion, that gentleman was more respons:ble than 
any other member; yes, more than any ten mem 
bers on that floor. [It was not with a view of im- 
peaching that gentl-man’s motives, thathe made 
him responsible to mule bis Bor 


yOsition good, 


for that genileman’s course, the House would 
have been organized, and the members from 
New Jersey woul! have teen atmitted days aco. 


That gen'tiemnn’s course, however reconcileable to 
himee!f, was irreconcilea! te to him; and had been in- 
consistent throughout every state of the proceedings 
of the House; and he had found that his votes w 
too soon, and his speeches too fate, Mr. W. then 
went into an examination Mr. votes, h 
subsequent proposition, and the three prepositions 
, 


ere 


ot R's 


of himself, and the decisions on them, for the pur 
pose of show'ng that Mr. } course 

congileable with the recsons he gave a few day 
ago for a chan.e of it He hoped the 
Ueman weuld pardon him fcr beng thas part- 
cular in scanning his course. Ee was one ot the 
few on whem he relived—his vote, heavy or light! 
kicked the beam; and the gentleman would there 
fore excu-e h m in having thas gvesti 


s Was not 


’ 


ioned his votes 
as he had. § What reason the gentlemen could have 
had for voting forhis (Mr. W'*:) direct propositien, 
substantially the same as that he subsequently voted 
against, he could not conceive. Certainly he wonld 
not ascribe it to personal vantity. So it was, he 
has given us notice, that after having voted for the 
proposition once, and voted against it, he would now 
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vote against us; and on what grounds —on the grounds 
of res judica’a. Ii was knovrn to us all, he said, that 
on the discussion of the Mississippi question, we 
were all disgusted even to nausea with this res ju- 
dicata. Mr. WW. then referred to the caxe of Messrs. 
Claiborne and Gholson, and which was, upon an 
ex parte report, decided that they should be qualified, 
and which dci-ion he considered erroneous. Mr. 
W. then commented on the manner in which Mr. 
R. applied the res judicata. 

He then denied that the principle had been ad- 
judged, and that it was res judicata. He then 
went onand contended that the House was in an 
imperfect state of organization, when the decision 
was mad; that the members were not sworn; 
there Speaker; and that they were not then 
eompetent to decide, having taken no oath as the 
Constitution required. The matter was non coram 
juiic ; ant, therefore, there conid be no fegal de- 
Tle then went on to explain what consti- 
tuted a House cf Representatives, and considered 
three thingsessential to it; Ist, representation; 24, 
organization; and 3d, legislative power, and any 
thing short of that was nota Heus>. He said, in 
the first place, when the decision of the House 
was made, that tody was mere’y an assemblege of 
members elect, and had not the power even to send 
for the President’s message, or communicate 
with the Scnate—it had no Sergeant-at-Arms, and 
esuld not even protect itself from a mob. In 
calling the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams| to the Chair, and in adopting rules of pro- 


was noe 


Cision, 


ADA 


ceeding, i merely imttated pariiamentary pre- 
celines fir the purjose of organization, Fle 


ntinged at some length t) show that, before they 


were orzan'zed and sworn, they w.:e nota House 
of Represen'atives. 
The question, be sail, had arisen ia this cise, 


behind the Guoversor’s certifi- 
are, under the Const:imtion of the 
United Scates, the judges of election, qualification, 
and returas of mem'ters. Now, sir, what does the 
word “returns” mean? The genileman fro.n South 
Carolina, (Mr. Ruerr,} the other day, in one of 
the ablesi etforts Lever heard bim make, commit- 
ted but one mistake, and that was, the distinetion 
lihee mmission. Theonly 
tu was the return from 


whether w 
cate? 


»,vO 


7 , 
W e 


elwween the return an ; 
one meantin the Consiituti 


, 


the State to the Speaker; te commission of the 
Goveroor was the return con'emplated by the Con- 
eMtation, an! so was the certificate of a sheriff in 
Virginia. There was no distinction between them; 


’ 


ard Mr. W. went cn ‘o argue this point, contends | 
ine that the retarn, contemplated as a retorn to the 
House, was the ultimate return, and not the subor- 





dinate returns from the jyxlgs of elections to the 

Govemor. The return behind it belonged to the 

State Itself, and to her archives, over which the 
Hoase had no control. The State authorities may 
~ 7} 


male the ultimate returns what they please, and 
we have vo authgrity to prevent it. But gen le- 
men insist that th@re are other returns—that there 
are re'urns from the county eccurt clerks ta the 
Governor and Couneil; that you may go behind 
these ultimate returns, and go to the subordinate 
returns, which belong to the Siate. Gentlemen 
assume that there were snbord nate returns of the 
clerks, which were suppressed. He denied that 
there was any evideuce that they were supnressed— 
not deeming newspaper eviderce, or the certifi- 


us 


cates of the Secretary of State, such evicerce, not 
being authorized by the laws of New Jersey. 


Agcain, the admissions of the gentlen.an from New 
Jeisey, Mr. Ranporpn, were relied on as evidence. 
Were we constituted a court of justice, to take evyi- 
dercs ore tenus, and was he cross-examined? Was 
the House trying the cause? Again, if you take 
part of the evicence, you must take all. 

He then went into a history of the Millville and 
South Amboy returns, and argued that, according 
to the laws of New Jersey, these returns were not 
excluded by the Governor. He denied that the 
Seeretary of State was the keeper of the returns of 
the judges of elections; and, consequently, he had 
no right to certify respecting them. Mr. W. then 
went on to answer that part of Mr. Pickens’s argu- 
ment, in regard to the power of the States to purge 
the polls, after they were ccunted; which argument 
he considered a novel and extraordinary doctrine, 





and referred a law of Virginia, now 
which constitured a commission to 
polls which may have been taken by 
and with power to strike out the names of 
were not entitled to vote. 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens. 


tional 
law, which, in consequence of its bad ¢ 


said that this law was repealed because it w 
constitutional. 








Tepealas 
examine ih, 
the sherig, 
' all why 
He said the centiena 
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Rights man, had pronounced that law un 


Mr. RIVES said his colleague had quoted y 


feets 
been repealed. Cos, had 


Mr. WISE inquired of his colleague Whether} 
a3 une 


Mr. RIVES answered Mr. W. that the lay war 
repealed for two reasons, One party, who op 7 
it, believed that it was unconstitutional; and 4 
other party opposed it, because they believed tha 
such a power cught not to be trusted tO person 
who might abuse it. For these reasons the ly 
was repealed by a very large majority. 

Mr. WISE thought his colleague was mistake 
Ile had another colleague, he said, by his side, wig 
wasin the Legislature at the time, and Who sai 
that no objection was made to the law on consti, 
tional grounds, 

Mr. RIVES asked when that law was repeales. 
and Mr. Wise replying that it was in 1834 Mr 
R. rejoined that he was in the Senate of Virginia y 
the time. 

Mr. WISE still thought that his colleague wx 
mistaken, and ihat the law was opposed hy no om 
on constitutional grounds; and then went on ing 
lesgthy argument to show the uneon-titutionaliy 
of the assumption that a State bad no right to pay 
laws to purge the polls, after they had been take, 
He then went into a refutation of the arguments of 
Mr. Dromavorg, the oher day, an!, in the first 
place, in opposition to the assampticns of that 
ger tleman, contended that it was the States that 
were parties to the federal compact in the com 
bined senses of territory, Government, and pen 
pis, and not “the people of the States,” as Mr. D, 
said, who were parties to that compact. This was 
the first State Rights doctrine that he had Icarnel, 
It was in the ageregat> capacity of people, ter. 
tory, and Government combined, that these Stats 
were parties to the Federal compact. Ths wy 
the doctr ns he had always entertaine!, and itwas 
the doctrine of Mr. Madison. He then proceeded 
to answer Mr. D's arguments throsghout, and 
comin: nted on the precedents cited by that get 
man, which he contended did not sustain the posi 
ticns assumed by him. 

Mr. W. coneloded by withdrawing his own pro- 
position, and, in compliaree with a pledge made to 
Mr. Turney, who had yielded to him the floor, re 
newed the proposition of that gentleman, and called 
for the previous question upon the same. 

[Mr. Turney’s proposition was, in substance, !0 
refer the subject of the contested seats to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, when appointed, and that 
neither party of the claimants should be entuled 0 
seats until the committee shall have investigatel 
and reported upon the same.] 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then raised the point of 
order. which he had waved this morning, and 
hoped it would not be considered out of order '0 
support the Constitution of the United States. He 
contended that the previous question could not be 
roved while five gentlemen were at the bar of the 
[loa e demanding to be sworn. 

Mr. BEATTY called the gentleman to ore, 
and r quired that he should reduce h's point of 
der to writing. 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked if it would be in erder 
now to take up his motion to reconsider the vole 
by which the resolution for the adoption of raé 
was laid on the table. 

The CHAIR said thati* would not be in ori, 
because the gentleman ‘rom Maryland had ihe 
floor upon another question. ‘ 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON then submitted his po 
of orger in this form: The motion to take ' 
previous question is not in order until the ru’es 
the House are adopted, and when there are mem 
bers present who desire to be sworn in.” Mr. ¢: 
was proceeding to debate this question, and 
referring to the law of 1789 in regard to the adm 
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